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$8 THIS particular column is 
being wearily tapped out on 
Underwood portable it is Fri- 
and the fortieth national auto- 

show is nearing an end. 


| 
y factory executives have 
ed up and left for other ac- 
ities along the national sales 
The social calendar in con- 
ion with the Grand Central 
ce affair has come to an end. 
weather here all week has 
ideal—couldn’t have been bet- 
Attendance has been good and 
show will go down into his- 
y as one of the most successful 
Reeves ever has put on. 
i is admittedly true that the 
ndance has not reached the 50 
= 











tent increase predicted by Al 
n he talked to me at the cur- 
raising, but it has come com- 
ably close to it, so everyone 
mected with the industry is 
ing satisfied. The opening day 
ticket gates showed an up of 
percent over last year; there 
a decided drop on Monday and 
day, but pickups of Wednes- 
and Thursday. There’s no 
Mason why the remaining three 
should not hold and the af- 
r wind up Sunday night with an 
ase of at least 33 percent for 
week. Which may be con- 
red a remarkable comeback 
1938, 
; * *¢ * 
4S TO SALES at the four shows 
the National, General Motors, 


















ryone seems to feel that the 
ying urge is with the populace. 
course, this feeling is only local 
B to retail. As for the country as 
Whole, judged by reports of 
trs who have been in New 

this week, there is every 
on to believe that the automo- 
t business in other sections " 
me country will react to the ef- 
Bets of the National Show. After 
the National Show is regarded 
the spring board from while 
business starts. It definitely 
fines the arrival of a new -“_ 
. Judging, therefore, from the 
tults here, this column sorta 
hels that the industry is set for & 
that will be at least 10 per- 
(See SPARKS, Page 19, Col. 1) 
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Attendance Rises 


Action in Chrysler Near Close After 


Labor Difficulties 


er and Ford at the Astor—| pany 


Committees Are Appointed 
For National Conclave 
In January 


DETROIT.—One more in a 
series of conferences to work 
out a solution for retailing 
problems was held in New 
York last Wednesday, when 


the executive committee of the 
National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
met for the second time with Al- 
fred P. Sloan jr., chairman and R. 
H. Grant, vice-president of General 
Motors Corp. 

The meeting was held for the 
purpose of discussing the proposed 
model dealer contract recently 
prepared by NADA and also the 
new General Motors pricing policy. 
Considerable progress was made 
which, it is believed, will be re- 
flected in future policies. 

The executive committee also 
took action in connection with the 
dispute between Chrysler Corp. 
and its employes, by communicat- 
ing with President Roosevelt and 
the secretary of labor and urging 
that every effort be made to bring 
about an immediate resumption of 
production. The following message 
was forwarded to the secretary of 
labor: 

“In furtherance of your efforts 
to bring about a settlement of the 

(See NADA, Page 10, Col. 4) 


Nash to Resume 
Production Today; 


Strike Is Settled 


DETROIT. — Full production of 
1940 Nash cars will be resumed 
immediately, following complete 
settlement late last week of a 
UAW-CIO strike which has kept 
all plants of Nash Motors idle 
since Oct. 1, officials of the com- 
announced Thursday. 

Settlement of the strike followed 
an all-day conference Wednesday 
in Kenosha, Wis., between factory 
officials and UAW-CIO leaders 
which resulted in an agreement on 
a work contract. Negotiations, 
proken off Monday, were resumed 
in midweek when a regional direc- 
tor of the union was sent from 
Detroit to confer with W. F. Arm- 
strong, executive vice-president of 
the corporation, and _ other com- 
pany executives. All disagreements 
were settled during the conference, 
and production during the balance 
of the .1940 model year will flow 
without interruption, officials re- 
a sales of 1940 Nash cars 
throughout the United States were 
reported to be far above sales 
last year and during recent weeks 
have run as high as 200 percent 
above comparable weeks of 1938. 
Unfilled orders for the new cars 
are at the highest point since 1929, 
indicating that the current model 
year will be one of the best in 
Nash history. 








THOUSANDS CROWD the Los Angeles automobile show last week, with a 
20 percent increase in attendance indicated. Here a crowd watches the 20 piece 
all girl orchestra which entertained at the show. 


CIO-UAW Spurns Chrysler’s 
Offer in Production Dispute 


DETROIT. — Declaring that the; to production 


CIO-UAW’s “talk about ‘speedup’ 
is a smoke screen set up to dis- 
guise its demand for a _ union 
(closed) shop,” Herman L. Weck- 
ler, vice-president of Chrysler Corp. 
in charge of operations, late Fri- 
day announced that the union had 
rejected the corporation’s offer for 
settlement of one of the major 
points that has held up settlement 
of the two-week-old dispute which 
has tied up all Chrysler Corp. 
plants. 

Chief bone of contention between 
the corporation and the union re- 
volves around the union’s demand 
for a voice in setting production 
schedules and a round-about way 
of developing a closed shop in 
Chrysler plants. 

Weckler’s statement follows in 
part: 

“Chrysler Corp. made an offer to 
the GIO union Friday which, if the 
union acts in good faith, should 
clear away once and for all the 
fog it has raised about production 
standards in our plants. 

“This proposal was flatly re- 
jected by the union conferees. 
They stated that everything else 
is subordinate to their getting a 
closed (union) shop. This rejection 
of a reasonable proposal relating 


The Top Ten 


PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 
1939 1938 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—440,549 Chevrolet 328,858— 1 
2—349,497 Ford 275,824— 2 


3—272,842 Plymouth 183,719— $3 


4—145,831 Dodge 72,013— 5 
5—140,517 Buick 107,752— 4 
6—106,564 Pontiac 65,436— 6 
7— 97,196 Olds. 62,599— 7 
8— 56,844 Stude. 25,684—11 
9— 50,759 Chrysler 
10— 46,446 Mercury 
Total All Makes 
1,914,108 1,311,130 


For complete standings of all 
makes, See Page 13 this issue. 





standards again 
shows clearly that the union’s talk 
about ‘speed-up’ is a smoke screen 
set up to disguise its demand for a 
union shop—which in effect be- 
comes a closed shop. 


“In order that there may be no 
honest misunderstanding on the 
part of anyone about our practice 
in this regard (setting production 
standards), the provision we of- 
fered to include in a new contract 
and which the union rejected in 
Friday’s conference is as follows: 

“‘The management agrees that 
in establishing rates of production 
it will make studies on the basis 
of fairness and equity consistent 
with quality of workmanship, ef- 
ficiency of operations and _ the 
reasonable working capacities of 
normal operators. 

“If any employe or group of 
employes claim that the rate of 
production on their job is too fast, 
and the foreman is unable to ad- 
just the matter, the job will be ex- 

(Continued on Page 10, Col. 2) 


Mid-Week Slump 


Similar Gains Reported 
At Ford, Chrysler 
and GM Exhibits 


By Bethune Jones 
Staff Correspondent 


NEW YORK.—Any fear of 
a consumer slowdown strike 
during the 1940 model year 
was definitely spiked by the 
enthusiastic crowds which 
thronged the 40th annual National 
Automobile Show in numbers 
dwarfing last year’s attendance. 

Paid attendance on the opening 
day at the Grand Central Palace 
ran 47 percent ahead of the ex- 
position’s opening last year. Sec- 
ond and third day crowds were 
lighter with an upturn reported 
toward the close of the week. 

Similar gains in both attendance 
and buying interest were noted at 
the other three shows conducted 
here last week, including the Ford 
show at the Astor, the General 
Motors exposition at the Waldorf 
and the special attractions staged 
by Chrysler in its salon at the 
Chrysler Building. 

Sales stimulus of the gala auto- 
motive displays was evident in a 
sharp uptrend throughout the New 
York metropolitan area. More im- 
portant to the industry as a whole, 
however, is the fact that the eager 
interest shown in the new models 
by the cosmopolitan crowds here 
is interpreted as indicative of like 
consumer sentiment throughout 
the nation 

The consumer confidence and 
buying incentive evidenced during 
show week here, together with 
the favorable inventory situation, 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1) 


2,000 Expected to Attend 
ATA Convention This Week 


By Mel Adams 
Staff Correspondent 

CHICAGO.—Operators and others 
identified with the trucking indus- 
try today will get down to the seri- 
ous business of the sixth annual 
convention under auspices of the 
American Trucking Assns., Inc., in 
the Stevens Hotel. 

Reservations in advance led Ted 
V. Rodgers, president of the organi- 
zation, to predict that more than 
2,000 will check in by the time the 
convention ends Wednesday. 

An open-air feature of the event, 
with Burnham Park on the lake 
front as the scene, is the staging of 
a “truck rodeo” contest among state 
and regional champions, the object 
of which is to crown the new 
“world’s champion truck driver”. 

The opening session of the con- 
clave is highlighted by the appear- 


ance on the program of Senator 
Harry S. Truman, who will discuss 
the Omnibus Transportation bill 
now pending before Congress, and 
James S. Arnold, vice-president of 
Kuhn, Loeb & Co., of New York, 
who will cover the financial aspects 
of the industry. 

Speakers at the Tuesday session 
include Lieut. Gen. Stanley H. Ford, 
U. S. A, and Clyde B. Aitchison, 
chairman of Division 2, of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission. A 
speakerless banquet is scheduled for 
the evening, with Chester G. Moore, 
ATA secretary, in charge of ar- 
rangements. 

Aside from the set speeches, the 
convention will be devoted to group 
meetings, especially on Wednesday, 
when the only scheduled event is a 
—_ by Ray Tucker, political fore- 
caster. 
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Buying Interest 


Stmilar Gains Reported 


At Ford, Chrysler, GM Exhibits 


(Continued from Page 1) 


enlarged replacement market and 
other healthy signs, are seen as 
certain to extend throughout the 
ensuing year the sharp sales spurts 
marking the recent debut of the 
new models. And, with the auto- 
motive industry being a major 
artery of entire U. S. economic 
structure, the now definitely favor- 
able outlook for the 1940 models 
leaves little room for doubt that 
general domestic business will con- 
tinue its upsurge despite the un- 
certainties and fears created by 
the European war. 

Although much attention was 
given the numerous side attrac- 
tions, the new models themselves 
were more than ever the principal 
center of interest at the Palace 
show. Visitors were less hurried 
than usual, carefully studying the 
displays instead of according them 
mere passing notice. This feature 
of the show brought particular joy 
to men within the industry, who 
know from long experience that 
visitors are in a buying frame 
of mind when they stop and ex- 
amine the cars closely. 

The show struck a popular key- 
note by placing increased emphasis 
on highway safety, with the entire 
fourth floor devoted to a safety 
theme center sponsored by the 
Automotive Safety Foundation and 
more than 20 co-operating organi- 
zations. Here the American Auto- 
mobile Assn. conducted knowledge 
tests on traffic matters and in- 
vited visitors to register on a vot- 
ing machine their opinions on 
current issues of automotive im- 
portance. Animated displays were 
shown by many of the other co- 
operating organizations, with the 
crowds attracted offering evidence 
of the popular interest in the high- 
way safety movement. 


Vote Against Diversion 
By overwhelming majorities, the 
show visitors expressed the opin- 
ions on the AAA voting machine 
that all gasoline taxes and regis- 
tration fees should be used for 
highway purposes; that parking 
facilities should be part of all 
newly constructed office and apart- 
ment. buildings; that pedestrians 
should be compelled to obey stop 
and go signals; that motorists 
should be required to have me- 
chanical equipment inspected pe- 
riodically at official inspection 
stations, and that traffic safety 
education, including actual driving 
training, should be given in high 
schools. 
. Animated displays were more 
numerous throughout the entire 
show than ever seen by visitors 
to previous expositions. On the 
floor, with its background 
resembling a Doric temple, virtu- 
ally every booth staged action dis- 
plays of engineering or comfort 
features. Chevrolet showed a body 
cut in half longitudinally; Plym- 
outh and other Chrysler cars their 
“cradled” ride feature; Buick its 
rear coil springing; Pontiac an 


eight-cylinder engine which split 
into three sections to show all 
working parts, and Hudson its new 


independent front springing and 
stabilization. 

DeSoto showed a sedan with hid- 
den radio receivers that caused it 
to obey the commands of the 
demonstrator. On order, it ran for- 
ward a few feet, stopped and 
backed up, the doors opened, the 
ventilator popped up, the lights 
were turned on and off and other 
directions were followed. 

At the Libby-Owens-Ford booth, 
the new Hi-test safety plate glass, 
used in windows as well as wind- 
shields of all Fisher bodies and 
many other cars this year, was 
demonstrated by means of heavy 
bowling balls dropped from a 
height on the panes of the glass 
itself and on the new tough plastic 
sheet that forms the resisting 
binder in the sandwich that goes 
to make a finished pane. 


Feature Ventilation Systems 

At the Nash display the 
“weather eye” system of controlled 
ventilation demonstrated for itself 
just how heated air is drawn in 
and distributed through the car 
and smoke ejected. Other systems 
of car ventilation, such as _ the 
Studebaker under-seat distributing 
method and the Chrysler air-condi- 
tioning plan, also acted as their 
own silent lecturers. 

A particular center of visitor at- 
traction was the Packard booth, 
where a contest was conducted for 
amateur photographers. Through- 
out show week the booth was 
jammed with amateur camera fans 
who snapped pictures of one of the 
new Packard sport models, to- 
gether with attractive professional 
models who posed with it. The 
photographed car later will be 
given as one of several prizes to 
the contest winners. These will be 
announced early in December. 


Not for many years has an auto- 
mobile show here displayed such 
a wide range of colors — many of 
them brilliant and made lustrous 
by the use of metallic pigments. 
Shades of green, blue, red and 
yellow were seen in many parts 
of the building, and black cars, 
although still popular, seemed to 
be fewer in number than hereto- 
fore. Two-tone treatment of exteri- 
ors as well as interiors was a 
feature of the models shown. 


More Women Attracted 

A new factor in this year’s show 
response was the increasing num- 
ber of women attracted. Recogniz- 
ing that the new models are prac- 
tically keyed to the dictates of 
fashion, the women made it plain 
that they were well pleased with 
the success of manufacturers in 
producing a car to reflect the 
good tastes of smartly groomed 
women. 

There was no doubt that the eyes 
of the fair sex were caught by the 
pleasing interiors of the new mod- 
els, combining effective use o 
plastics with quality upholstery 
cloths. Although welcoming the ef- 
forts made to suit their style 
tastes, the women visiting the 
exposition showed an increasing 
interest in engineering details as 
well as attention to interiors, up- 
holstery, hardware and other 
appointments. 
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h hout the United 
Bele by the comneny eereeee left to right, B. 


Sam Free 


was about to open are 
manager of Nash otors;. 


area met last week at the Essex 
dealer council meetings now boing 

States. Shown as the counci 
H. Israel, assistant general 


n, of Nash Motors Co., of New 


York; John Svenson, Montclair dealer; G. A. Burnweit, Nyack dealer; William 


M. Fries, of Brooklyn, and E. B. 
New York. The 


Shumate, vice-president, Nash Motors Co., of 
resent series of councils will be held at key points until Nov. 


when Nash dealers in every section of the country will have joined Nash 


oiticiale in roundtable discussions. 
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Reported Strong at N. Y. Show 


Studebaker at the Show... 





STUDEBAKER EXHIBIT at Hotel New Yorker. Visitors were greeted by 
Paul G. Hoffman, | wine of Studebaker; left to right are, Walter Hoving, 


resident of Lord 


Taylor; Raymond 


Loeny, Studebaker’s designer; Dorothy 


Shover, of Lord & Taylor; Mrs. Loeny, and Hoffman. 





JAN KIPOURA, Metropolitan Opera star, shows his wife, Marta Eggert, 


Continental screen star, the new Sealed Beam headlights on the 1940 Studebaker | 


Champion at the New York automobile show. 





AT OPENING OF THE SHOW, left 
of the New York Herald-Tribune; Al Ree 
mobile Manufacturers Assn.; George Quesenberry, editor of American Automo- 
bile; and C. Scott Fletcher, sales manager of Studebaker. 


to right, Bert Pierce, automotive editor 
ves, executive secretary of the Auto- 





New Dealer Advisory Board 


Is Launched by Packard 


DETROIT. — With greatly im- 
proved manufacturing facilities and 
a fixed, permanent price policy, 
Packard Motor Car Co. announces 
creation of a dealer advisory board. 
It is designed to bring the parent 
company and its worldwide dealer 
organization into closer cooperation 
for the betterment of sales and serv- 
ice facilities in their relations to the 
public, for further strengthening 
distributer and dealer companies 
and for the general improvement of 
the company’s position in the in- 
dustry. 

Two distributers and seven deal- 
ers have been appointed as mem- 
bers of the board by M. M. Gilman, 
Packard president and general man- 
ager. They are G. M. Berry, St. 
Louis, and R. S. Thrall, Williams- 
port, Pa., distributers, and the fol- 
lowing dealers: H. H. Dolan, Bryn 
Mawr, Pa.; Frank Cook, Pawtucket, 
R. I.; S. A. Bancroft, Rochester, N. 
Y.; E. A. Robar, Sioux City, Ia.; T. 
E. Reynolds, West Palm Beach, 
Fla.; W. B. Morgan, Pasadena, 
Calif., and Edward Black, Detroit. 

“The designing, manufacturing, 
distributing and retailing of auto- 
mobiles on a basis satisfactory to all 


Ford Is Honored 


NEW YORK.—Henry Ford and 
Alexander G. Christie, president of 
the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers, have received honorary life 
memberships. in the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, a British or- 
ganization. Only one other American, 
Alex Dow, president of the Detroit 
Edison Co., is included among the 27 
living recipients of the honor. 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
“Sparks’’ column is read by _ the 
‘‘wide-awake”’ in the industry. 


concerned,” said Gilman, “demands 
today the closest possible coopera- 
tion between the manufacturer and 
the field organization, as well as a 
mutual understanding of the prob- 
lems confronting each. 

“The Packard dealer advisory 
board will meet periodically with 
the management here in Detroit for 
discussions of ways and means to 
improve all conditions which have 
a direct bearing on the service ren- 
dered by Packard to the public and 
to better the general position of 
both the Packard company and its 
entire distributer and dealer organ- 
ization. 





Stewart-Warner’s 
Presidency Taken 
Over by Knowlson 


CHICAGO.—James S. Knowlson 
chairman of the board of Stewart- 
Warner Corp., will also hold the post 
of president, suc- 
ceeding James E. 
Otis, Jr., who re- 
cently resigned 
to become presi- 
dent of the Dodge 
Mfg. Co. 


In naming 
Knowlson as pres- 
ident, the board 
of directors decid- 
ed to combine that 
office and the po- 
sition of chair- 
man. 

The place of Otis as a director has 
been taken by Frank A. Ross, vice- 
president in charge of manufactur- 
ing, who was further designated as 
senior vice-president. 

Earnings, it was announced, were 
$55,948 for the quarter ended Sept. 
30, as contrasted with a loss of $145,- 
579 for the corresponding period last 
year. 

For the first nine months of this 
year, earnings totaled $256,209, or 21 
cents a share on the capital stock, 
as against a loss of $538,889 for the 
same period a year ago. 

Officials reported that business at 
this time is at the best level of the 
year for the corporation and termed 
the automotive outlook as “hopeful.” 


U. S. Army Ups 
Its Quota of New 
Vehicles to 12,000 


WASHINGTON. — The war de- 
partment late last week called 
upon the automotive industry to 
submit bids immediately on 12,000 
vehicles of various types costing 
$15,000,000 in another important 
move in the emergency armament 
program. The war department has 
ordered the motorization of four 
combat divisions to give the Ameri- 
can army the swift defensive 
power which, recent events have 
clearly demonstrated, are essential 
in modern warfare. 

Officials of the department 
stated that it is desired to have 
the new equipment in hand ready 
for use by spring. About one-fifth 
of the total of 12,000 vehicles will 
provide trucks, reconnaissance cars 
and other types of motor equip- 
ment which was voted by Congress 
at the last session. However, the 
industry was asked to amend these 
original bids—invited last month— 
to include the new and vastly ex- 
panded emergency program. 

Department executives explained 
their decision to order an ad- 
ditional 10,000 vehicles without 
waiting for congressional appro- 
priations by stating that without 
them new divisions being organ- 
ized and sent to the south for 





J.S. Knowlson 





maneuvers, would not be able to 
take the field. 











shown at the opening of the 39th Detroit show. 
as of today are 10 times greater than they were a year 
9 percent of the entire industry business in this country, 


count 
sent 
reported. 





56 DETROIT AUTO SHOWS between them is the attendance record of W. A. 
Mortensen, right, president of Aaron DeRoy Motor 
| Shows and Tom Walker, retail sales manager for the 


Car Co., aceon distrib- 
DeRoy organization, 
-* istrations in Wayne 
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Caters toll Me « -« 


By William C. Callahan 











AST week the National Automobile Dealers Assn. released for 
its proposed contract to govern factory- 
; many points in this contract to which 
‘alers can subscribe and there are others, which even if adopted, 
. For instance, one of the major changes 
the pay iy agreement would be that new agreements would be 
de on a five year basis rather than renewable each year. Adoption 
Probably make it possible for dealers to turn to 
particularly when it is backed by a second clause 


Jpublication the text of 
ger relations. There are 


wld be difficult to enforce 


‘this clause would 


jich makes such an agreement cancellable only for cause. 
* * 


One of the attitudes which cannot help but impress itself upon 
my one coming into contact with the industry is that peculiar 
feeling of transiency which seems to obsess too many of us. This 
dtitude seems prevalent in factory thinking—among men who seem 
o feel that they must sell all the cars this year, for next year people 
will not buy. It is apparent among dealers who resort to all sorts of 
ales expedients rather than to sound selling methods. Perhaps this 
feeling has been a large contributing factor to such selling abuses 
8 the pack, over-allowances, promiscuous discounts and other ills. 
Given a five year lease on business life, it is quite possible this 
present effort to find security through immediate day to day returns, 
with resultant violation of fundamental economic laws of supply and 
iemand, might easily and voluntarily be shelved in favor of sound 
welling methods that ultimately would benefit us all. Such a contract 
sould at least be offered to those who have proved their stability. 

* * * 


eae; section of the proposed contract provides for price main- 
tenance and for a limitation of used car allowance values by con- 
actual agreement. I think, perhaps, this section is superfluous and 
nbably unsound. Maintenance of new car prices alone is a difficult 
sk, but in this case there is a product of known, or established, value 
hich presumably should be built in quantities to meet market needs. 
ed cars are not in this category. Used cars vary widely in value 
fer one or two year’s service in owners’ hands. Also used cars are 
ken into dealer stocks with little regard to demand for used cars, 
‘itrather with regard to the current demand for new cars. Relieved 
‘some of the other factors in his operation which lead the dealer to 
tempt all sorts of price finagelling expedients, I believe that rigid 
‘ice control might not only work a hardship on the dealer, but might 


:an infringement of his prerogatives as a business man. 
* +: + 
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Pa. Fair Trade Act Held Illegal 


Law Penalizes 
‘Innocent’ Deals, 
High Court Holds 


PHILADELPHIA.—Pennsyl- 
vania’s “fair sales act,” banning 
the advertising or sale of retail 
merchandise at less than cost, was 
declared unconstitutional here last 
week by the state superior court. 

The opinion, handed down by 
Judge William E. Wirt, affirmed 
action of the Allegheny county 
court in quashing an indictment 
charging B. P. Zasloff, a retailer, 
with a misdemeanor under the act. 

Judge Wirt pointed out in his 
decision that, while legislation to 
insure fair trade practices un- 
questionably was justified under 
the state’s police power, and hence 
properly the subject of legislation, 
the act in question was so general 
in its terms as to penalize entirely 
innocent commercial transactions, 
which did not either injure the 
public or represent unfair com- 
petitive practice. 

“We are convinced that the act 
in question,” Judge Wirt stated, 
“offends against the due process 
clause of the constitution, in that 
its scope is not sufficiently limited. 
Except in its title, the act does not 
assert a policy to prohibit the 
practices which the commonwealth 
contends is within its purpose. 

“To sustain it as a constitutional 
exercise of police power, therefore, 
we must find that the prohibited 
act bears a true relation to the 
protection of fair trade practices 
in distribution without imposing 
unreasonable and unnecessary re- 
strictions. We are unable to agree 
that the relationship in that sense 
exists.” 








































Sidelights at N.Y. Show... 





WILLYS. 


‘RADIATOR HAT’ makes bow at automobile show. Miss America of 1939, 


Miss Patricia Donnelly of Detroit, seated on the front end of a 1940 Willys at 
the New York show, shows off women drivers’ accessories, including a “ iator 
hat’? whose trimming matched the flowing lines of the car radiator. Other 
accessories shown were a motoring jacket with ‘stop’? outlined on the left 
ore. in red brilliants, and “stop and glow’’ gloves for super-safe hand 
signaling. 


if" SECOND objection to this portion of the plan is, that while the 

proposed contract is couched in different language, it would rein- 
‘ite the most unworkable factors of the old NRA code. It would revive 
re official used car guide for the arbitrary establishment of used car 
slues—probably on a year model basis. Under NRA, enforcement of the 
wide book allowances broke down because of the inability of enforcing 
‘encies to police the industry. I do not think the manufacturers (who, 
mobably in the first place, would not be wholeheartedly behind such a 
gram) would have any greater success. 

*« fe x 
E are, however, several other features in the proposed contract 

which may have merit. One section is devoted to terms providing 
ntection for dealers in event of price reductions and in cases of clean- 
) sales. There seems to be real merit in the demand that factories 
sare losses with dealers on year-end clean ups. With present-day high- 
‘developed communication systems it should be no impossible task to 
iid production close to actual selling needs. When factories have over 
‘timated their needs for a year and have made commitments for 
‘tich they must assume responsibility there seems to be no reason why 
‘zy should not assume part of the losses which such commitments 
tail and not pass them along to dealer in toto. ; ; 

Still another point is that banning fleet sales. Factories by their 
nn admission do not wish to enter the retail field. Fleet sales on 
the other hand should be the “gravy” end of retail selling. If the 
dealer is deprived of his profits from this end of the business it puts 
him in the position of having to make his the hard way. Then, too, 
“there is still another important clause which would make the fac- 
tories responsible for the actions of their field representatives. 
Under the present setup these representatives may prom- 
ise much which is not binding upon the factories. I don’t say this 
practice is widely followed—I say that under the present system 
it is possible. 5 
Among the chief weaknesses which I can see in the proposed con- 
ut will be the difficulty in getting factories to adopt it. On the other 
and, it is the first concrete expression I have seen of what dealers 
fink they want and from this standpoint brings forth more than mere 
Meralities for discussion. With proper pruning and grafting it may 


velop into a sturdy tree which can bear fruits of better understanding. 
* * - 

























Fifty Witnesses 
Already Heard 
InGM Trust Case 


SOUTH BEND.—The Federal 
government's anti-trust case 
against General Motors  Corp., 
three affiliated corporations and 
17 individuals, ended its second 
week Friday with 50 witnesses 
having been heard thus far. 

It is estimated the trial will take 
eight to 10 weeks with nearly 500 
witnesses to be heard. An all-male 
jury is hearing the case and Judge 
Walter C. Lindley of Danville, Il., 
is presiding. 

The prosecution witnesses thus 
far have been practically all 
former GM dealers. A few have 
been former GM and GMAC em- 
ployes. The government has sought 
to bring out that dealers have been 
forced to take cars which they had 
not ordered; forced to make large 
capital investment additions with 
promise of a long-term franchise 
and then had franchise canceled a 
short time later. In other cases 
dealers have testified they have 
been told that unless they use 
GMAC 100 percent, or at least 50 
percent in some cases, they would 
lose franchises. Several ex-dealers 
claimed contracts have been can- 
celed for failure to do so. 

Robert Smith, former Hollywood 
(Calif.) dealer testified he was sell- 
ing 4,000 or more cars a year un- 
der exclusive dealership from 1920 
to 1930 and in 1923 started his own 
finance company from which he 
realized profits of $15,000 to $18,- 
000 a month, in addition to $5,000 
a month from insurance. In 1925, 
he said, he was told he would have 
to get out of finance business or 
lose his franchise. He said he sold | to 
to GMAC all paper he had on hand | the 
at time for $700,000 to $800,000, | *hea 

Fred N. Coats, former regional 
sales manager on west coast, told 
of a meeting there in 1925 attended 
by John Raskob, Alfred P. Sloan, 
Donaldson Brown, Fred Fisher, 
GM officials, at which time a policy 
was adopted that GM dealers on 
the west coast would have to use 
GMAC exclusively or new dealers 
would be gotten. 

Government attorneys Frida y 
declined to say how many more 
witnesses would be called, but said 
practically every state in the 
union would be represented on the 























AN OUTSIDE ATTRACTION of the New York automobile show was this 
huge elephant circling Grand Central Palace under sponsorship of the New 
York Auto-Lite spark ay pe gn The mechanized pachyderm — which 
walks, shimmies, flips its tail and waggles its ears, is enticely controlled from 
the “‘mahout’s’”’ seat on top. 


"AM most grateful to Charley Johnson, president South Carolina 
‘Automobile Dealers Assn. for the kind remarks about my analysis 
‘the General Motors price stabilization which he made ina letter 
ssed to Walter Blanchard, general manager of the National Auto- 
ile Dealers Assn. It is encouraging to get comments (good or bad) 
i . It is as follows: 
¥ gy oD ee ee “In reply to your letter of Oct. 11,1 am 
‘pleased to comment on the General Motors Pricing Policy for 1940. 
‘Idiscussed this matter with a number of the members of our associ- 
ttion, and I feel I have a cross-section of opinion which will be 


ficial to you. 
“It is my opinion 





DR. BR. E. LEE, of Standard Brands Inc., 
Jean Herbert, a Brooklyn driver, to see 
ese of blinding headlights and 
- The exhibit was a feature of the 


is giving the “night blindness” test 

how quickly her eyes recover from 

pers her to see objects in the road 
ew York automobile show. 


that the pricing eS ami sound, 
but iqht of the fact that there has been a continuous 
= a ee expense, in the form of added tazes, 
surance, etc. I believe that W. C. Callahan, managing editor of 
Auromorive News, expresses the average dealer’s opinion on page 

So ir i ct. 9. ; 
‘oe oe points out that transportation from the fac- 
bry to the dealer is just as much a part of the cost of the motor car 
8 the tires and body. It is a general practice with practically every 
tther line of merchandise to mark up the actual delivered price of 
product to the dealer’s place of business. Freight and transpor- 
lation are included in the dealer’s net cost. I believe that if General 
Motors and the industry as @ whole will agree upon a standardized 
tice proced’re, allowing the dealer to mark up the freight one- 
third, which meal d actually give him 25 percent gross on the freight 
tem,’ that the dealers throughout the country will be satisfied with 


ch a plan. DA should support the action taken by Gen- 





SEEN AT THE 


“I believe that NA NEW YORK SHOW. W. A. James, 


; om : d do everything possible to 
en heir pricing policy, an A 
ae. eee on the part of other manufacturers. 


lett, Wudsen advertisin 


witness stand before the end of | 224 merchandising manager, 


and Guido G. Behn, member of the board o 


directors of Hudson, were caught by the photographer in a discussion neay 


their case. the Hudson exhibit. 
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AMA’s Resolution Opposes U.S. Par 


GM's Show at Waldorf . . . 


CONSTRUCTION of the new Sealed Beam headlamp was discussed at the 
General Motors Waldorf show by Alfred P. Sloan jr., chairman of GM board; 
Nicholas Dreystadt, gen ral manager 0 Cadillac-LaSalle, and William 8 


e 
Knudsen, president ‘of the corporation. 


INTERES VISITOR to the General Motors nog! of 1940 automobiles 
in Hotel Waldorf-Astoria was Alfred E. Smith, shown here being welcomed 
te the Chevrolet display by M. E. Coyle, general manager of Chevrolet. 


©. A. CHAYNE, chief ¢ ineer at Buick, chats with C- R. Smith, president of 
American Airlines, behind the wheel of a new Buick at Waldorf. 


Oldsmobile’s chassis exhibit at the New York automo- 
lica of the driver’s compartment of 3 1940 Oldsmobile 
Matic Drive — ® combination of 2 high-efficiency 
couplin fully automatic transmission. Clutch and clutch re 
have been en irely eliminated and all the driver has to do is to sta the 
Oldsmobile, steer it and stop. Es 


and 2 


EDDY DUCHIN, Jane Pickins and F. A. Berend at the Pontiac exhibit at 
Waldorf-Astoria. 


Buying Records 
Set at Special 
GM Exposition 


_—Establishment of 

buying interest 

and attendance were announced by 

officials at General Motors special 

show of 1940 models at the Wal- 
dorf last week. 


R. H. Grant, 
vice-president in 
said “attendance 
than 10 percent better 
of any previous year 
sales of cars have shown & 
stantial increase.” 

The exposition spotlighted the 
1940 General Motors cars—Chevro- 
let, Pontiac, Oldsmobile, Buick, 
LaSalle and Cadillac—in an au- 
tumnal setting. 

Decorations created a harvest- 
time atmosphere in the ballroom 
floor of the hotel. Pumpkins, 
shocks of wheat, vegetables and 
fruits adorn nooks and corners. 
Trellised entrances lend an out- 
door effect, with paneled walls, 
the color of golden grain, on all 
sides. 

Supplementing the display of 39 
new model automobiles, the show 
also includes exhibits offered by 
Fisher Body, Frigidaire, Delco 
Appliance, Ternstedt, Diesel En- 
gine and other divisions of General 
Motors. 

Particular visitor interest was 
centered on & series of animated 
exhibits from General Motors re- 
search laboratories dealing with 
the subject of “friction” as the 
friend or foe of the motorist, and 

special exhibit by Guide 
Lamp division revealing the ad- 
vantages of the new Sealed Beam 
headlamps. 

Advances in body construction 

comfort features were 
portrayed by Fisher Body in mod- 
ern drawings with sweeping lines 
and unusual treatment. Diorama 
booths offer visitors opportunity to 
compare ordinary window glass 
with the newest development in 
safety glass. 


General Motors 
charge of sales, 
has been more 
than that 
and actual 
sub- 


Pedestrian Gets 
‘Going Over’ at 
Safety Congress 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.—Speed, 
pedestrians and night hazards were 
among the subjects prominently 
discussed at sessions of the traffic 
division of the 2sth annual Na- 
tional Safety Congress, which 
ended here Oct. 20. 

Speed in a motor vehicle is not 
responsible for all accidents, it 
was agreed, but it remains an 
important factor because a speed- 
ing vehicle obviously hits harder 


of a_ speci 

subject reported that speed plays 
a small part in rural accidents, is 
found more often in accidents in- 
volving only one car, and causes 
more than one-fourth of two- 
vehicle crashes at intersections. 


Another committee report took 
the pedestrian to task on two 
counts. A survey Was reported to 
have shown that 13 percent of 
pedestrians killed by motor vehi- 
cles had been drinking, whereas 
only 9 percent of motorists killed 
in accidents had been drinking. 


oo 


Texas Truck Owners 


Set Up Own Association 
AUSTIN, Tex.—Galen H. McKin- 
ney, of Fort Worth, has been named 
chairman of the Private Truck 
Owners’ Ass’n of Texas, with former 
Senator Carl C. Hardin, of Stephen- 
ville, as manager. 

The association was created after 
a state-wide meeting of private 
truck owners, called to obtain an 
increase in the 7,000-pound truck 
load limit, correction of & section 
of the motor carrier law relative 
to legal status of privately-owned 
trucks operated on state highways, 
and to adopt a program of safe 
operation of trucks. 


Sustained in 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Automobile Man- 
ufacturers Assn. directors last 
week declared itself unreservedly 
opposed to participation by the 
United States in the present Euro- 
pean war. The resolution also 
stated the belief that the preserva- 
tion of the country’s freedom of 
speech, of religious belief and of 
opportunity is the most important 
task facing all Americans today. 


Text of the resolution follows: 


“The Automobile Manufacturers 
Assn. by action of its directors de- 
clares itself unreservedly opposed 
to participation by the United 
States in the present European 
war. 


“Plain business sense, as well as 
the desire for peace which all civ- 
ilized individuals hold, dictates 
that industry’s concern should be 
with keeping this country out of 
the struggle in Europe. All the 
interests of the automobile indus- 
try are linked to peace. The proc- 
esses by which it has grown are 
born of peace and can be carried 
forward only in peace. 


“On the one occasion when our 
country interposed in a quarrel 
among the nations of Europe, the 
results were the death and disable- 
ment of hundreds of thousands of 
our fellow Americans, & staggering 
burden of debt, taxation and un- 
employment and economic depres- 
sion from which our people have 
not, even yet, recovered. 

“Entry of the United States into 
the present European war woul 
inevitably bring to our people fur- 
ther devastating losses and en- 
danger, if not destroy, our demo- 


a 


ticipation in Warhk 
‘Cites Fatalitie 


s and Debt \'s S 
World Conf lia 


cratic way of life, with its freeddl 
of speech, of religious belief 2 
of opportunity. ; 
“We believe preservation of 
freedom is the most imports 
task facing all Americans toda) 


Chevrolet Sees | 
Big Sales Rises) 
Orders at Pea 


NEW YORK. — Reception 
Chevrolet’s new 1940 models, 
only at the automobile show 
in dealers’ showrooms across 
country, confirms the compan 
expectations of substantial sa 
gains this fall, W. E. Holler, gé¢ 
eral sales manager, stated here 1 
week. 


Wires from dealers, Holler se 
reflect a favorable reaction 
above expectations. Orders are 
riving at a rate which foreca 
peak production for months 
come, he said. | 

A point regarded as significe 
is the fact that reactions fram 
widely-scattered sections of 
country are uniformly enthusias 
Holler declared. d 


Chevrolet's participation in 
show at Grand Central Palace 
cluded seven carloads of propert 
brought in from Detroit. 
Koether of the sales departme 
was in general charge of Chevro 
show operations. = 


es 





——————— 


BS 
“Dealers Tell Me,” by William 
Callahan, n forum for the 
pression of dealers’ opinions. It 
pears weekly in Automotive News. 


At West Coast's Show. . - 


“wis 


si a 


HARLEY EARL, left, former mem 


director of art and color section of General Motors, chats w 
the two inspect the 


manager, Joel E. Brown, 38 


Angeles show. 


E. B. Oakley, of Westwood Pontiac 
RB. W. Hindman, shown at right. 


CADILLAC-LA SALLE officials on 


berry, district parts and service manager; 
ce Frank J. Denney, advertising manager; *- : 
manager; BR. L. Rickenbaugh, sales promotion manager; 


serv 
general sales 


manager; 


west coast. Left to right, 


»* 


ber of Don Lee oxgenteoiee and 1 
th Don Lee gene 
1910 displays at the 
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CLAIMING DISTINCTION of selling the first car at the Los Angeles she 


a j 


Westwood Village, 


Co., takes order | 


Ss. L. Quis 
general parts 
F. Upson, 28816 
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Ww. A. Houser, 


Dawson, California district manager, Cadillac-LaSalle. 
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OF MOST POPULAR features of the Ford style show, the Ford Motor 

SH, automobile show at Hotel Astor, New York, was the fashion parade of 
istest creations in women’s wear, staged against a background of Ford, 

ry and Lincoln-Zephyr cars in the Coral Room. This photo shows a typ- 
gewd which witnessed the fashion shows. 


a SEL FORD, left, president of the Ford Motor Co., and W. K. Edmunds, 
ace of the commmans’s New York metropolitan branch at Edgewater, N. J., 
sd the Ford Style Show at Hotel Astor, New York, last week. 


st week drew leading newspapermen. John 
SNES ot Oe Oe er, left, was the only speaker. In cherge 
. K. Edmunds, manager of Ford’s Edgewater (N. J.) branch, shown 


of Lincoln and _ Lincoln-Zeph 
were present. Slagle, formerly 
A. 8. Hatch, who was made 


. SLAGLE, newly appointed in charge 
and A adve 


. BR. Barbier, rtising manager, 
of aes (Tex.) branch, succeeds 
of Chicago branch. 


rd Sets 900,000-Unit Goal 
lor 40, Topping ’39 by 30% 


“With all business indicators giv- 
ing the ‘Go’ sign we have every 
justification for being highly opti- 
mistic for a tremendous fall busi- 
ness and a very substantial increase 
in 1940 over 1939. 

“We expect to build in excess of 
a quarter million Ford and Mer- 
cury cars before the first of the 
year, which means that we will be 
building in the neighborhood of 
4.000 cars per day within the next 
week or ten days. Our sales objec- 
tive for model year 1940 is 900,000 
Ford, Mercury and Lincoln-Zephyr 
cars. This will represent an in- 
crease of approximately 30 percent 
over our 1939 business. We appre- 


0 ciate that the forecast for next year 
te forward confidently to _— is a hazardous undertaking, still 
nt we face —T M anes there are several sound reasons upon 
pcg ome ao (See FORD Page 19, Col. 1) 

iness > 


EW YORK.—Setting 2 1940 
goal of 900,00 units, 30 percent 
1939's volume, J. R. Davis, gen- 
tales manager of Ford, told 
style show luncheon guests at 
or hotel here last week that 
Mpany expects to assemble 
Fords, Mercurys and Lin- 
phyrs during the final quar- 
this year. 
tar ago we said that our 1939 
vuld be substantially better 
the year before, “Davis said. 
a 50 percent increase as 4 
‘That does not seem to have 
much too optimistic, because 
the year we sold approxl- 
55 percent more cars than in 
# With that in mind we are 


Engineers Jam 
Annual Banquet 
During N.Y.Show 


By Chester Ricker 


NEW YORK.— Members of the 
Society of Automotive Engineers 
filled the grand ballroom at the 
Hotel Pennsylvania last Monday 
night for the society’s annual au- 
tomobile show dinner. 

Principal speaker of the evening 
was Dr. Karl T. Compton, presi- 
dent of Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. He spoke on the sub- 
ject of the application of science 
to the prevention of war. 

“Science inciter of hope,” was 
the way he put it. Dr. Compton 
explained that when politicians 
and economists sit around the 
council table considering how the 
developments of science shall be 
used, they have but two choices, 
salvation or ruin. So far as wars 
are caused by the natural greed 
and envy of individuals, science 
can contribute, if at all, only very 
indirectly. 

Science should give mankind a 
method of gaining the good things 
of life without taking them from 
some one else, he said. 

“Science should give men what 
they need without too long hours 
of hard work. 

“To the extent that great groups 
of people, such as nations, can 
be induced to support technological 
developments directed toward 
these ends, to that extent they may 
satisfy their desires without re- 
course to war. 

“There are three ways in which 
we may draw strength and pros- 
perity from science. There is scien- 
tific social planning which is so 
superficial today that it is extend- 
ing and increasing taxation beyond 
what science or industry can 
stand. Another way is to remove 
the causes of war such as lack of 
adequate raw materials. Science 
can supply substitutes. 

“Third, preserve the freedom of 
individuality and initiative. The 
state should serve the individuals. 
We should not lose our birthright 
of freedom for an attempt at so- 
cial security.” 

R. E. Wilson, president of Pan- 
American Petroleum & Transport 
Co., acted as toastmaster, intro- 
ducing not only Dr. Compton but 
the present president of the soci- 
ety, W. J. Davidson, who is presi- 
dent of the Diesel Engine division 
of General Motors. 

D. G. Roos, vice-president of 
Willys-Overland Motors, Inc., as 
chairman of the nominating com- 
mittee read the list of candidates. 
Arthur Nutt, the next SAE presi- 
dent, was then presented. At the 
speakers’ table were other out- 
standing representatives of the 
profession and the automotive in- 
dustry. 


‘Very Optimistic,’ 
Edsel Ford Says 
After Show Visit 


NEW YORK.—After visiting his 
company’s automobile show at the 
Hotel Astor, Edsel Ford, president 
of the Ford Motor Co., declared 
that he was “very optimistic about 
business possibilities.” 

“After conversing with Ford 
dealers and others I find they are 
very enthusiastic about the pros- 
pects for sales of motor cars dur- 
ing the coming year,” said Ford, 
who with his son, Benson, also 
visited the national show at the 
Palace. “I personally am very 
optimistic about business possibili- 
ties, not only as the result of my 
observations here, but also based 
upon national reports which have 
reached us in Dearborn since the 
introduction of our new cars.” 

The Ford show was reported by 
its officials to have aroused much 
buying interest as well as having 
attracted a huge attendance. 

J. R. Davis, general sales man- 
ager of Ford, said there was a 
marked difference in the attitude 
of the people visiting the show as 
compared with last year. He said 
that buying interest was 50 percent 
greater, and that the people in 
general seemed in a mood to buy. 


5 


Role Science Can Play in Peace 


Chrysler Divisions Display . . . 


DGE EXHIBIT of the New York automobile show, the highlight 
ctiuastien was this scene pictured above. Mounted on a turntable is a Dod e 
Luxury Liner flanked by life-size figures fashioned of a newly-perfected resili- 
ent plastic. The figures, being translucent and illuminated from within, a. 
a ostlike effect and arouse much speculation, most visitors mistaking the 
ssetorial for glass. 


FOREST H. AKERS, vice-president and director of sales of Dodge, left, and 
Emerson J. Poag, assistant general sales manager of Dodge, arrive in New 
York for automobile show and to attend a meeting of the Sales Executives’ Club, 
at which A, vanDerZee, Chrysler Corp. vice-president, presided. 


WARD BARNETT, commercial car director for Plymouth; Joe E. Bayne, 
assistant — sales manager of Plymouth; Harry T. Mitchell, vice-president 
of J. Stirling Getchell, Inc.; L. D. Cosart, general sales manager of Plymouth, 
and Chris Sinsabaugh, editor of Automotive News, left to right, as they 
attended the opening of the National Automobile Show in Grand Central Palace. 


ONE OF THE AUTO SHOW cut-aways, which attracted attention in New 
York, was this one showing the DeSoto’s new All-Weather Aircontrol system. 
One of the air circulating units can be seen on the right under the instrument 
panel, and one of the outlet vents is noted just under the steering wheel. 


W. W. ROMAINE, director of advertising for Plymouth, intin ut im- 
provements on the chassis of the 1910 Plymouth rb to Shety Zac aan left, 


and Gertrude Marshall, right, on th i 
show be dene eel HE . © opening day of the New York automobile 





See ee 
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What About Shows? 


EPORTS of attendance at the New York National Show 
are, to say the least, contradictory. First day attend- 
ance was reported 47 percent above the opening day last 
year, but then it must be remembered last year’s show 
opened on Armistice Day, which was Friday, whereas this 
year the opening day was Sunday. There was no competition 
with football games, and the local gentry had been well in- 
formed about the show in the late Saturday ballyhoo. 

Attendance Monday and Tuesday was admittedly bad but 
a report indicates a pickup during the latter half of the 
week. This all brings up the question as to whether the tim- 
ing of the shows is not out of tune with public thinking. 
After a summer of using its cars, the public perhaps would 
need a real jolt to shake it from its attitude of looking upon 
the new cars with more or less complacency. Thus the fall 
show is more or less like holding an overcoat show in the 
spring. 

Then too, with all the freshness which individual makers 
are able to design into their cars each year, there is a grow- 
ing sameness in appearance for the industry as a whole. It 
is not unlikely that this increasing sameness of design, 
coupled with. the public’s acceptance of the axiom that “all 
cars are good cars,” has had considerably to do with placing 
the emphasis on price within the past few years. Thus the 
show loses some of its glamour since the public has come 
more and more to place its chief differentiation among 
makes upon the question of price, or trade-in allowance, 
which can only be settled at the dealer’s showroom. 

It is possible that a pause between the touring season, with 
shows being held in January, would re-create this now wan- 
ing interest. The public by then would be looking forward 
to a new year rather than still muddling through a current 
year. This psychological effect alone might have bearing on 
the public’s attitude toward the shows. Then, too, such a 
move would solve one of the dealer’s worries, that of moving 
his fall crop of used cars which the early introductions 
bring. This would get dealers more seriously interested in 
the displays than they are at present. 

If the fall shows are proving more and more ineffective in 
creating buyer interest, then we should acknowledge that 
fact and make the change before our exhibits have lost all 
of the interest and business stimulus which they have given 
the industry in the past and can give it in the future. 
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Unions Run Rampant 

NION leaders cannot say that they have not been amply 

warned that present tactics and continued interrup- 
tions of work is breeding distinct impatience among the 
public, regardless of the justice or injustice of their cause. 
Machinery for peaceful settlement of difficulties has been 
set up in the majority of plants now affected, and less than 
two years ago these same leaders were boasting of the suc- 
cess they had had in that direction. 

In spite of this, however, the conditions are as chaotic 
as they were before this machinery was provided. A leader 
threatens to call workers out of this or that plant. A vote is 
then taken, which to date has backed the leader to the limit. 
On the other hand, the same leader and his minions who 
made the threat count these ballots. On this basis, a leader’s 
threat can never lack backing. Unless these leaders adopt a 
more conciliatory attitude, there is real danger that they 
will do themselves and their cause irreparable harm. 
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By GEORGE M. SLOCUM 





Hotel Savoy Plaza 


New York City 

AFTER THE From where I sit 
BATTLE! overlooking Central 
Park I can scan the 

horizon from the George Washing- 
ton bridge to the World’s Fair try- 
lon. Just a section of a great busy 
metropolis where neither the war 
in Europe or the fortieth annual 
automobile show can make much 


of a dent. I wonder if even an 
enemy bomb could? 
* * * 


Notes from my notebook: Only 
cloud on the horizon down here is 
the Chrysler strike—much jubila- 
tion over the Nash _ settlement 
Thursday—there seems to be more 
factory men, suppliers and Eastern 
dealers here than in many a re- 
cent year—this has been a better 
year for most all of us than 1937, 
which apparently loosened up the 
travel budgets and made the town 
seem more like old times to see 
men of motors at every turn. 

* xx 


The show itself at Grand Central 
Palace is without any question in 
my mind the best I have ever at- 
tended, first because the light 
modernistic decoration seemed to 
have brightened up the old place. 
It is cheerful and inviting; not 
grim and foreboding as I seem to 
recall it in some former year. 
Secondly the introduction last year 
of working models set the com- 
petitive engineers to work during 
the intervening months and the 
results of their labors are shown 
in so many moving demonstration 
gadgets that there are large crowds 
knotted around each moving ex- 
hibit. Third, but as you will see 
far from least, the whole show is 
sprinkled, or peppered as you pre- 
fer, with living models all of whom 
are decorative and smile some. As 
in Chevrolet’s clever winter and 
summer demonstrations they even 
talk in well-trained “Ethel Barry- 
more” voices if asked to do so. 


I would hand the laurels to 
Packard for the style show demon- 
stration on the first floor. And to 
Pontiac for the beautiful florescent 
lighting of their tricky cut-away 
models. And speaking of Packard, 
Sales Manager Bill Packer can also 
take a bow for the candid camera 
stunt on the second floor where he 
is offering the yellow convertible 
shown for the best candid shot 
taken by an amateur. Every few 
minutes against a regular movie 
studio drop and with proper kleig 
lights McClelland Barclay models 
pose in and out of the car while 
the camera bugs have a perfect 
field day. Anyway, it’s a swell at- 
tention-getter which any dealer 
could copy in his own show room 
on a modified scale. 


Our record-breaking show sec- 
tions, both the Album and regular 
show news sections, seem to have 
made a big hit and were con- 
spicuous everywhere. Hotel news 
stands have been asking for ad- 
ditional supplies daily. The Album 
section sells as far west as Los 
Angeles on the stands at a quar- 
ter. I thought it was rather the 
best prepared of the three editions 
we have now printed. Only three 
important car manufacturers 
turned down the Album this year 
for their advertising. It’s one of 
those things which ought to have 
100 percent support, otherwise it 
looks out of balance. We hope you 
were sorry gentlemen. 


It is Friday morning as I am 
writing this. Already the exodus is 
well under way; the softies were 
leaving as early as Tuesday. May- 
be they had to get home as they 
said, but I am still entitled to my 
doubts. I will leave for Detroit 
Saturday morning, as I came down, 
by Cadillac. It will take a day and 
a half of driving through hills and 
valleys that are more beautiful at 
this season than the finest rugs 
ever woven in Turkestan. I will 
roll over wide paved roads that 
stretch out like endless ribbons and 
get all the thrills of my first ride 
on a roller coaster, and talk with 
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In This Corner— | 
‘Junkers Jumked.....’ 


The views expr 


upon request. 


Junkers 

Can you give me the information 
for the past five years as to the 
percentage of the cars that were 
junked and as to the cars that 
were manufactured; or in other 
words, how many new cars were 
manufactured in the last five years 
and how many were junked over 
the United States—Frank B. Esh- 
elman, Eshelman Motor Co., Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

Eprror’s Note: Figures quoted 
on passenger cars junked are 
purely estimates since there 
seems to be no way to arrive at 
an actual count. 

Production of passengers cars 
in 1938 is placed at 2,124,746. 
The number of vehicles esti- 
mated to have been scrapped in 
that period was 2,163,143. 

Production in 1937 was 4,068,- 
935 and the number of vehicles 
scrapped estimated at 2,588,604. 

Production in 1936 was 3,797,- 
897 and the number scrapped was 
estimated at 2,418,898. 

In 1935 production was 3,387,- 
806 and the number of vehicles 
scrapped was estimated at 2,184,- 
081. 

In 1934 production was esti- 
mated at 2,270,566 and the num- 
ber of cars estimated to have 
been junked was 2,184,081. 


Gears 


We have an inquiry from one of 
our customers for transmission 
gears for a Delage car. We do not 
manufacture parts for this model, 
and are under the impression that 
it was made in some foreign 
country. 

Have you any information on 
this car? Can you tell us where it 
is manufactured, and if it is now 


farms and in the small towns of 
America. Thus I will return to my 
desk with renewed faith in the im- 
mediate future of my country. 
Quite incidentally, of course, I will 
have employed the kind of trans- 
portation we are making and sell- 
ing.—G. M.S. 







Blocking the Stream 





__ a 


are those of our readers. 


, Nat 
or has been distributed by anfephen J 
concern in the United States ?—Hiucation 
M. LaForest, service managefy, advis 
Dittmer Gear & Mfg. Corp., Locksitional 
port, N. Y. » Dietz, 1 

Epitor’s Nots: The Delage car stment 
is made in France and we do not LT. Sa! 
believe that, at the present time, *sident | 
they have any representation in undatio 
the United States. However, if # Divisic 
you will write to the Automobile wlic Ro: 
Manufacturers’ Assn., 366 Madi-7 H. Ho 
son Ave., New York City, the 
may know of some organizatio 
representing the Delage or of 
some organization handling or, and : 
phan parts through which these tty fou 


gears may be obtainable. a, past 
uneil; |} 
Helpful meer 
_ as . n 
The AvToMoTIVE ALMANAC 4B, Mary 


rived when I was away. It is chuck, .),;,7 
full of information that is VeTPyents 2 
helpful, and it seems that you hav®re op. 
covered most everything that Hite. 
can think of in registration an@ymen’, 
information in general. Also, Th 

I think your “Who’s Who” iterican 
very valuable and I consult it veryécauley, 
frequently, especially for names.—tufactt 





John Nicol, president, Divco-Twiftirman, 
leary, r 
21-28—Detroit. Automobile show. 
21-28—Baltimore. Automobile show. O 
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21-28—Washington. Automobile Show EW - 
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illy: 
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show. 
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show. s n pe 
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4-12—Chicago. Automobile show. | ‘th hav 
Cis —Syenseee, N. ¥. Automobi ce befo 
show. tio 
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1 to Automotive News 
a W YORK.—Reduction in the 
age fatality rate from 17.5 to 

p deaths per 100,000,000 vehicle 
jes during the last four years 
senting a saving of 29,000 lives, 

s reported by Paul G. Hoffman at 
, annual Automotive 


nt unabated and declared that 
4. recent improvement indicated a 
her drop in the death rate from 
to 6 deaths per 100,000,000 vehi- 
miles should be achieved in the 
t four years. 

fhairman of the meetin 

liam S. Knudsen, president of 
ral Motors Corp., who also 
ssed the importance of increas- 
efforts to curtail traffic 
alities. 

so addressing the meeting was 
hur W. Mages, New Jersey teter 


ormity of traffic laws and told 
gress being made toward their 
inment. 
hers at the speakers’ table, who 
given brief introductions by C. 
farlton, president of the Automo- 
Parts and Equipment Manufac- 
s’ Assoc. and vice-president of 
safety foundation, included: 
Charles Gordon, managing direc- 
, American Transit Assoc.; 
arles Spencer Hart, past grand 
alted ruler and safety committee 
‘airman of the B. P. O. E.; Charles 
. Braden, president, National In- 
ial Traffic League; Mason 
itton, president, Associated Busi- 
Papers, Inc.; Lieut. Frank M. 
ml, director, Northwestern Uni- 
ity Traffic Institute; William H. 
president, National Council of 
ivate Motor Truck Owners; Clyde 
Conley, president, American In- 
te of Steel Construction; Dr. 
d E. Givens, executive secre- 
National Education Assoc.; 
anyephen James, director, Highway 
-—Haucation Board; Wallace J. Fal- 
agety, advisory committee chairman, 
ocksitional Conservation Bureau; A. 
» Dietz, president, Commercial In- 
car stment Trust, Inc., trustee of the 
not 1. T. Safety Foundation and vice- 
ime, ident of the Automotive Safety 
1 inundation; E. W. James, chief of 
, if *Division of Highway Transport, 
bile wlic Roads Administration; Stan- 


adi-? H. Horner, president, National 
they tomobile Dealers’ Assoc.; Alfred 
tioneves, advisory vice-president, 


- of tomobile Manufacturers’ Associa- 
or=%, and assistant treasurer of the 
hese tety foundation; Dr. C. H. Wat- 
a, past president, National Safety 
uncil; Byron C. Foy, secretary- 
“surer of the foundation and 
tsident of DeSoto Motor Corp.; 
ts. Mary T. Bannerman, legisla- 
huckiy chairman, National Congress of 
veT¥rents and Teachers; Mrs. T. V. 
ha re, chairman, public safety com- 
at Bite General Federation of 
an@omen’s Clubs. 
Also, Thomas P. Henry, president, 
)” igterican Automobile Assoc.; Alvan 
verycauley, president, Automobile 
es.=4nufacturers’ Assoc., and board 
Twiftirman, Packard Motor Car Co.; 
.Y. Blanning, director, Bureau of 
——itor Carriers, ICC; Cornelius 
___ary, deputy commissioner, N. 


; police department; W. W. Mack, 
filly Output 
Shows Big Gain 


chow Over Last Year 


ow. 
show NEW YOR K.—Willys tectncy 
ww. Ments of passenger cars to do- 
ckinBestic ales in the first four 
iobiletks of production on 1940 models 
w, eased 55 percent over ship- 
sobie's in the comparable 1939 pro- 
‘tion period, according to M. J. 
Opefiiden, sales manager of Willys 
‘tland Motors, Inc. 
*roduction on the new models, 
w. ‘th have been reduced in base 
bil€ce before taxes and transpor- 
‘on charges as much as $65, or 
Truck, Percent, from corresponding 
models, began Sept. 8, Golden 
rh seven weeks earlier than in 
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afety Foundation Set 
To Continue Campaign 


president, American Assoc. of State 
Highway Officials; Charles J. 
Tilden, chairman, transportation 
committee, Yale University; F. 
Davis, president, U. S. Rubber Co.; 
Fred J. Freestone, chairman, exe- 
cutive committee, National Grange; 
Franklin C. Haven, trustee, Kiwanis 
International; Charles M. Wilson, of 
American Legion; A. L. Viles, presi- 
dent, Rubber Manufacturers’ Assoc.; 
Dwight M. Ramsay, assistant na- 
tional director of operations, Boy 
Scouts of America; George Brande, 
Better Vision Institute; E. H. 
Broadwell, Cycle Trades of Amer- 
ica; Kenneth Cook, Esso Founda- 


tion; Andrew H. Dykes, Northeast- 
ern Retail Lumbermen’s Assoc.; 
Herman Chazick, board member, 
National Standard Parts Assoc., and 
George C. Thomas, vice-president, 
National Electrical Manufacturers’ 
Assoc. 

Hoffman was reelected president 
of the Foundation at the annual 
meeting of its board of trustees. 

Other officers are: Vice-presi- 


B. | dents, C. C. Carlton, president of the 


Automotive Parts and Equipment 
Manufacturers’ Association; A. O. 
Dietz, president of the Commercial 
Investment Trust, Inc., and a trus- 
tee of the C. I. T. Safety Founda- 
tion; F. B. Davis Jr., president of 
the United States Rubber Co.; 
secretary-treasurer, Byron C. Foy, 
president of DeSoto Motor Corp., 
and assistant treasurer, Alfred 
Reeves, advisory vice-president of 
the Automobile Manufacturers’ 
Assoc. 


Sept. Used Car Sales Drop 
Slightly in San Antonio 


Special to Automotive News 

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—Used car 
sales during September, according 
to figures supplied by dealer-mem- 
bers of the San Antonio Automobile 
Trade Ass’n, were slightly below 
those for August, due in part to an 
adjustment period covering concen- 
tration on new models and getting 
stocks in shape. 

There were 1,129 cars on hand at 
the start of the month with sales 
totaling 1,043, for a unit turnover of 
92 percent, a total value of $288,500, 
a turnover value of 76 percent, and 
an average value of $277. There 
were 1,085 cars on hand at the end 
of the month, having a total value 


of $356,742, and an average value of 
$329. 

During August there were 1,134 
cars sold for a unit turnover of 99 
percent, a total value of $319,812, a 
turnover value of 81 percent, and 
an average value of $282. There 
were 1,129 cars on hand at the end 
of the month, having a total value 
of $379,395, and a unit value of $336. 

In September, 1938, there were 
985 cars sold for a unit turnover of 
90 percent, a total value of $257,899, 
a turnover value of 75 percent, and 
an average value of $262. There 
were 1,037 cars on hand at the end 
of the month having a total value 
of $321,582, and a unit value of $310. 


Philadelphia Gar Dealers 
Discuss New Gar Advertising 


QUESTION: 


“If only ONE newspaper were used for new car advertising in 
Philadelphia, which one would you recommend?” 


ANSWER: 


Recommendations for The Evening Bulletin 


Total for all other newspapers 


Note: The 158 mentions of other newspapers are distributed 
among 2 morning newspapers, 2 Sunday newspapers, 1 evening 


newspaper, 1 tabloid newspaper. 


Survey made by a national research organization by personal interview with 440 owners, 
officers, salesmanagers and salesmen of 225 dealerships including Buick, Cadillac-LaSalle-Olds- 


mobile, 


Chevrolet, 


Willys, Hudson, Packard, Pontiac, Studebaker. 


Chrysler-Plymouth-Dodge-DeSoto, 


Write for free booklet describing this survey. 





Ford-Lincoln-Mercury, Graham-Nash- 


“If only one newspaper were used for new car advertising in Philadelphia,”’ 
HERE'S WHAT CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE-DE SOTO DEALERS SAY: (Out of one 


hundred twenty-four dealer opinions, seventy-four recommend The Evening Bulletin.) 


“The Bulletin has the largest circulation. Favorite newspaper of Philadelphians making 


greater response to advertising.” 
ad, and The Bulletin is the most popular evening paper.” @ 


tell us they saw it in The Bulletin.” 


q 


“An ad at night is more effective than a morning 
“99% of our customers 


q “The Bulletin — because it is the best evening 


paper with readers who have money to spend.” Q “The Evening Bulletin has a great deal 


of interesting reading and readers who stick by it.” @ “The Bulletin is the paper you 


see delivered at most good homes.” @ “The Bulletin is widely read and circulated in the 


local area and always trusted.” @ “Bulletin—because people trust what they see adver- 


tised in this conservative paper.” @ “Bulletin — because of the way ads are displayed. 


Ads are dependable and the readers know it.” 


read it before they go to buy.” 


The Evening Bulletin has led all Philadelphia 
daily newspapers in circulation for thirty-four 
consecutive years—without the use of subscriber 
contests or premiums or prizes to subscribers. 
People buy The Bulletin to read, and read it to 
buy! Consult your advertising agency about the 


5h Clchadlshin ~ (tr of losin 
nearly everybody reads 


@ “Bulletin — because shoppers always 


extra advertising value and economy of The 
Evening Bulletin’s circulation leadership, built 


solely on merit. 


Learn how, 


with The Bulletin, 


you can reach the majority of homes* in the 
great responsive Philadelphia territory at one of 
the lowest costs per reader in America. 


*95.3% of The Evening Bulletin’s circulation is within Philadelphia and its retail trading area (ABC), 


Lidldelin 


Copyright 1939, Bulletin Co., Philadelphia 








By Warren Hastings 


TORONTO. — Canada’s National 
Motor Show, which opened Oct. 14 
with a new peak in attendance, 
concluded in a blaze of glory Sat- 
urday night. 


Jack Stewart, general manager 
of the show, as well as of the Ca- 
nadian Automobile Chamber of 
Commerce, years ago succeeded in 
making the show a great social as 
well as industrial and trade event, 
and never was that more evident 
than this year when the dress 
tunics of officers nightly have vied 
with the formal gowns of the la- 
dies in contributing colorful eclat 
and elan to the show. 

Demand generally is reported 
good to excellent, there being no 
dearth of complaints with regard 
to delayed deliveries of special 
models and indeed all models of 
some lines. While some retail 
businesses report a degree of 
hesitancy in buying, which is not 
surprising in the transition period 
of from peace to war footing, gen- 
erally demand is reported from 
good to excellent. 

General indications are that in- 
dustry will hit a new productional 
peak in Canada in the not distant 
future. The price of farm products 
has moved upwards to a level that 
is profitable to agriculture and 
Canada’s great granary, the prairie 
provinces, with regenerated pur- 
chasing power is again buying mo- 
tor vehicles as it has not for many 
years. Mining, especially gold and 
nickel, is proceeding at record 
levels of productivity. 

The expectation in Canada is 


Hudson Reports 
Post-1929 Record 
In October Sales 


NEW YORK. — Hudson retail 
sales in the United States for the 
first half of October totaled 3,432 
units, representing an increase of 
82 percent above the same period 
a month ago, to mark the best 
October first half since 1929, it 
was stated here by George H. 
Pratt, general sales manager of 
the Hudson Motor Car Co. 

Also announced was the addition 
of 95 new retail dealers to the 
rolls of the Hudson company in 
the last two weeks, making a total 
of 305 new outlets added thus far 
in the new model season. 


that the war will accelerate the in- 
dustrial development of this Do- 
minion at a possibly unprecedented 
tempo. 

The motor manufacturers of 
Canada without exception have 
publicly offered to the government 
their manufacturing facilities 
when needed. 

Despite a nationally divisive po- 
litical campaign in Quebec prov- 
ince, the morale of Canada was 
never higher. 

Approximately 1,000 leaders of 
the Canadian automotive industry 
and trade taxed the capacity of 
convention hall at the Royal York 
for the annual National Motor 
Show dinner of the Canadian 
Automobile Chamber of Commerce 
Monday night. C. W. Churchill, 
president of the Canadian Automo- 
bile Chamber of Commerce and 
vice-president of the Chrysler Corp. 
of Canada, Ltd., presided. 

Tuesday noon 250 members of 
the Sales and Advertising Club at- 
tended the luncheon on the prom- 
enade deck of the show. Mel. S. 
Brooks, president of Studebaker of 
Canada, was the _ guest-of-honor 
speaker, the subject of his address 
being “Making Salesmanship a 
Profession.” 

Tuesday night members of the 
Garage Operators’ Assn. were 
guests of the Chrysler Corp. at a 
dinner and clinic at which the 
Chrysler Corp. of Canada was host. 

Thursday night the annual show 
banquet of the Truck Owners’ 
Assn. was held at the show and 
was addressed by T. B. McQuesten, 
minister of highways for Ontario. 
Frank Magee, president, presided. 

Friday noon the Automobile 
Trade Assn. held its annual show 
luncheon on the promenade deck 
at the show. Joe Hearn, president, 
presided, the guest-of-honor speak- 
er being Bert Trestrail. 


Danish Car Industry 


Demoralized by War 
WASHINGTON.—Government re- 
strictions on the sale of gasoline 
have demoralized the Danish auto- 
motive industry, with heavy stocks 
of new cars unsalable and dealers 
selling bicycles, according to a re- 
port from the American commercial 


- |attache at Copenhagen to the U. S. 


department of commerce. 

Most private cars are in storage, 
assembly plants are closed down, 
and filling stations and garages may 
be forced to close unless the restric- 
tions are eased, the report stated. 





* Detroit is closer 
by Flagship—two 
to four hours in- 
stead of overnight; 


American Airlines office. 


AMERICAN 











overnight, instead of three 
days! Wherever you live, you 
can save many hours of time— 
to spend as you please, for profit or pleasure—when you 
fly American. Make your next trip in ease and comfort— 
by Flagship. Call your Travel Agent or the nearest 
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ROUTE OF THE FLAGSHIPS...COAST TO COAST 
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Canadian Show Finds 
Sales Showing Upturn y: 


Canadian National Show's Highlights . . . 
1 BLT ge | 


ly, | 








Vy 


A PARTIAL VIEW at Canada’s National Motor show in the Automotive Building, Toronto, last week. This edifice is 
said to be the only one in the world constructed expressly and exclusively as the home of a National Motor show. It has 


oT 


a fifth of a million feet of virtually unobstructed floor space. 





AMONG NOTABLES attending the formal opening of Canada’s National 
Motor show in Toronto last week were, left to right, Frank Oliver, general 
sales manager of Electric Auto-Lite of Canada; Major W. Eric Harris, general 
manager of Electric Auto-Lite of Canada, now on active service; Ed G. Cosford, 
— manager of Mack Trucks of Canada; Warren B. Hastings, editor, 

anadian Motorist; profile, J. Arthur Minch, vice-president and general man- 
ager of Electric Auto-Lite; Col. F. F. Worthington, 0.C., mechanical transport, 
Camp Borden, and Geo. Beattie, president of Auto Electric Service Co. 





AT RECEPTION, given by C. W. Churchill, Canadian Automobile Chamber 
of Commerce president, poers nn of the National Motor show. Left 
to right, el S. Brooks, president, Studebaker of Canada; BR. H. Combs, 
pecaltent, Prest-O-Lite Storage Battery Co. of Canada; Jno. D. Mansfield, 
president, Chrysler of Canada; Charlie S. Band, vice-president and general 
manager, Gutta-Percha Tire Co.; H. H. Ferguson, managing director, C. C. 
Wakefield of Canada; Howard B. Moore, general manager, Automobile Trade 
Assn., and R. W. Keeley, president, Bendix Eclipse of Canada. 





LEFT TO BIGHT at Churchill’s reception, R. A. Stapells, president, Canadian 
Automobile Assn.; Col. BR. S. McLaughlin, president, General Motors of Canada; 
N. Roy Perry, business manager, MacLean’s; D. H. Gibson, president, Toronto 
Board of Trade; C. H. Carlisle, president Dominion Bank and board chairman, 
Goodyear of Canada, and W. G. bertson, secretary-treasurer, Canadian Auto- 
mobile Assn. and general manager Ontario Motor League. 





E. Morton, president, 


OTHERS PRESENT at reception, left to right, F. 
International Harvester of Canada; hurchill, president, Canadian 
Automobile Chamber of Commerce and vice-president Chr sler of Canada; M. 
L. Brown, chairman, Canadian section, Society of Automotive Engineers; C. BR. 
Gall, general sales manager, Hudson of Canada; Col. J. B. McLean, president, 
MacLean’s; J. L. Stewart, general manager, CACC and of the show, and Frank 
Magee, president, Truck Owners Assn. 
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Newark’s Show 
Opens Expecting 
Record Crowds 


NEWARK, N. J. — Anticipating’ 
record success in both attendance 
and buying enthusiasm, the 33rd 
annual Newark Automobile Show 
opened here Saturday at the 113th 
Infantry Armory and will continue | snco 
through the current week. » “vic 

In planning the local exposition, he dec 
careful attention was paid to the), 
outstanding features at the N&- | info 
tional show in New York so that jintai 
they might be duplicated here. Since 
With the show here opening as the ,, j, 
New York event neared its close, avily 
arrangements were made to move sieved 
many of the popular action ex- » Un 
hibits from Grand Central Palace ign ¢ 
for use in the Newark show. ade in 


Keep abreast of current truck legisla- factor 
tion in Automotive News’ truck section. , 
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NI. ALLOYS: 


TOUGHEN NEW 6-TON HAMMER)” [°t 


oner, 
Nearly 7,000 pounds of high test Presi 
Nickel alloy cast iron is utilized Xtroit, 
in major parts of a new double- wn to 
action pneumatic lift gravity drop int. | 
hammer, recently introduced by wre J. 
the Pneumatic Drop Hammer hyd L 
Company, Braintree, Massachu- ert Ze 
setts. Although total weight of unage 
this hammer is only six tons, it is Amon 
said to be capable of handling the |, Rog 
same work as a conventional 26- an T; 
ton machine. This increased Ca- yg , 
pacity is attributed to unique de- (ennet) 
sign in which the dropping head ~bile 
is lifted by air, then dropped by vstma 
gravity. At a precise moment iN [page 
its downward travel, this heady fros 
trips an anvil head which is iddlev 
moved upward. Thus motions are 
reversed at impact, releasing most Is ( 
of the energy for work on dies. “+ 
Nickel alloy cast iron with a ten- (f 
sile strength of 40,000 psi. is used AKR( 
in making sole and bed plates, tigati 
cylinder flanges, and lower lifting e Go. 
cylinders. This Nickel alloyed ma- | aa 
terial is easy to machine at high hebue! 
hardness, particularly in thin sec- meee 
tions. In addition, great density of ; Ao 
Nickel iron permits coring of air ire - 
ports in the heavy bed plate. An- ed ir 


: ing heads from this - 
Vis ans Gone ae Pneumatic e = 
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are cast in two 
Nickel “ shc 
per cent The I 
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Preview of Chicago Show 
Likely to Draw10,000 Nov.3 


Var Rules Stalemate 


€| British Car Industry 


cial to Automotive News 

. ASHINGTON.—The automobile 
stry in Great Britain, whose re- 

progress has been outstanding, 

finds itself in a difficult position 

result of the war, the U.S. de- 

ment of commerce is informed. 
ently adopted British war 












make good the loss of normal 
sehesnanlle. demand by changing 
their plants over to vastly increased 
national service requirements, such 
as aircraft engines and equipment 
and special motor vehicles required 
for government use. 

Advance of the British automobile 
industry during the last decade is 
shown in figures for passenger car 
licenses issued recently by the min- 





1939. While in past years a large 
number of cars operated in Great 
Britain were of American origin, the 
British character of recent totals is 
evident by the fact that imports of 
American cars in 1938 had declined 
to £708,806 ($3,469,000) from the peak 
total of £1,345,079 ($6,685,000) in 1936. 


Imports of new cars into the Brit- 
ish market were prohibited except 
under license, by a regulation which 
became effective at the beginning 
of last month. 


Waukesha Sees Gain 


WAUKESHA, Wis. — With peoees 
tion getting under way in fair y sub- 
stantial volumes on the new multi- 
fuel engines developed by the Wauke- 





Special to Automotive News 

CHICAGO.—The 40th annual Chi- 
cago automobile show will be pre- 
viewed Nov. 3, the eve of its public 
opening, in the International Am- 
phitheater, it is announced by M. J. 
Lanahan, chairman of the executive 
show committee. 

Official notification of the pre- 
view has just gone out, and prepara- 
tions made to take care of a crowd 
of 10,000, including factory officials, 
dealers, members of their organiza- 


9 


them were unable to attend, due to 
the fact that the New York and 
Chicago shows were held concur- 
rently. 

In addition to inspecting exhibits, 
guests at the previewing will gather 
in seats around the huge central 
arena to witness a complete per- 
formance of the “Dame Fashion” 
spectacle, the dancing, musical ve- 
hicle glorifying the new products of 
motordom for 1940. 


Also expected to attract much in- 
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| S quet of the Automobile Trans- 


MER: Interstate Commerce Commis- 









issuance of new driving licenses. 
ese factors, combined with the 





























yght normal automobile trade to 
@andstill. At the same time these 
mors have seriously curtailed the 
einess of garages, repair stations 
if gasoline retailers throughout 
y country. 


tt is expected that British auto- 
pile manufacturers will attempt 


British Car 
"Makers Decide 
_ Not to Up Prices 


MONTREAL.—Representatives of 





anufacturers have decided not to 
ise prices for 1940, although prices 
‘most manufactured articles have 
en increased already owing to 
bor difficulties and war insurance 


The car makers, led by Lord Nuf- 
-dd, are maintaining prices at pre- 
ar level in the hope that suppliers 
{material will be persuaded to 
opt the same policy. 
If they raised car prices, it is con- 
aded, the material suppliers would 
-sencouraged to do the same, and 
» “vicious cycle” would be started. 
xe decision also affects the prices 
i parts. Dealers everywhere are to 
'e informed that parts are to be 
aintained at their pre-war level. 
Since war started sales of motor- 
ws in England have declined 
‘avily, it is announced, but it is 
dieved that in a short time, when 
% United Kingdom has settled 
own to war-time conditions, the 
ade in automobiles will find a sat- 
factory level. 


lar Transporters 
Banquet Attracts 
1,000 in Detroit 


~DETROIT.—More than 1,000 per- 
attended the fifth annual 


rs Assn. at Hotel Book-Cadil- 
here last week. John L. Rog- 


oer, was principal speaker. 





istry of transport. From a total of|sha Motor Co 
917,946 licenses recorded in 1929 the 


figure had increased to 1,970,676 in 





PROFITABLE 
PARTNERSHIP! 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 


test Presiding was W. F. Carey, of 
ilized ktroit, elected during the after- it — - iI goo 
uble- wn to his fourth term as presi-| Mack, the truck industry’s greatest retailer, invites 
he Se fe ee: you into partnership! Yes, there are several Mack 
nmer yd Lawson, treasurer, and Her-| franchises available in exclusive territories for pro- 
h y' 7 ’ . ’ l P 
os — association genera gressive, responsible business men. 
ms Among those present were Ped America’s foremost truck builder, Mack is now 
I. * er- = . ° . . . . 
t as. a — . J. G.| entering its 40th year of specialization—in designing, 
> avs, ot Michigan ite Cotes. building, and actually selling and financing trucks 
; e ; , 0 - ; :. ; 
head | »bije a arias Assn., was| direct to the consumer. The invaluable experience 
: 7 —— sia teint elit gained through these four decades is an even greater 
a from throughout the east and] assurance of profits to you as a Mack dealer! 
st ; ; 
are ldlewest also were present. The advantage of selling a complete line of trucks 
—_— IS. Court Refuses Review| —Mack builds them from 1-tonners up to the largest 
ten- Of Goodyear-Sears Case] capacities in the industry—is apparent. Look at the 
= AKRON.—Climaxing six years st other advantages, too! Nation-wide service facilities 
fting ‘. olson — os ee back you up and make the servicing of Mack trucks 
high ' Manufacture tires for, oa. an asset, not a liability. Mack’s higher unit of sale 
- “buck & Co., the Unite - ‘ : : 
a Wreme court last week refused} gives you the real profit of dollar volume, not unit- 
f air : =e Geciston of _ = volume! 
° ui appeals, . . 
An- S court of by es i de- See the new Macks at the National Automobile 
natic “t order of the Federal aoe Show in New York City and the National Truck 
two “mission issued against Goo . . : 7 
ickel Tshould be vacated. lee Show in Chicago. Find out how you can get a per- 
d a tc ; . 
~ a ae aie manent, profitable, Mack dealership. If you can’t 
iminatory under terms . = wait—wire us now for complete details and proof 
- — Suan ot be prices to} of the profits possible as a Mack dealer. 
) ; : t of 
"rs were justified on accoun 
NY. * quantities involved and were MACK TRUCKS, INC. 





’tefore permitted under the law. 


» indications are that 


the company’s net sales of $6,763,000 


reported for the 1938-39 fiscal > 
will be exceeded in 1940. , ee we 


bic, | ree errr amaMa py. 


tions and their families. 
More factory executives will be on 
hand than a year ago when some of 


terest will be the demonstration of 
television, with the arena as the 
location, 


Laat hd ae tae) ae 
Macks which have expanded and increased the wide demand for M ack quality 
in all kinds of trucks 


newest of the new line of Ir lah aaa weight, lower-price 


UeeT UT aL arel> Pa etT -e oLTs heavy-duty Macks 
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THE Sandard 
THERMOSTAT 





When the Sylphon 
Thermostat was devel- 
oped, engine tempera- 
ture control became 
the function ofasimple, 
rugged, mechanical 
device completely 
automatic in operation. 


With uniform engine 
temperature assured 
at the exact degree re- 
quired for peak engine 
performance — engi - 
neers could then make 
the amazing improve- 
ments in efficiency and 
economy through 
closer tolerances and 
higher compression, 
which distinguish the 
modern motorcar. No 
wonder Sylphons are 
the standard thermo- 
stats of America’s 
leading automotive 
manufacturers. 


THE FULTON SYLPHON 
ea Tie 


KNOXVILLE, TENN. 





Survey Finds 
‘Evils Amountin 


To a Scandal’ 


WASHINGTON.—The American 
Automobile Assn.’s committee on 
automotive financing met here 
last week, studied numerous spe- 
cific cases of what were described 
as “evils amounting to a scandal,” 
and made plans to air the entire 
situation at the AAA national con- 
vention which is to be held here 
Nov. 16-17. 

AAA officials told Automotive 
News that the committee found 
that many car owners were suffer- 
ing heavy losses at the hands of 
“a gyp fringe of fly-by-night 
finance concerns,” and predicted 
that the forthcoming national con- 
vention of the organization would 
take some form of positive action 
to end “this disgraceful situation.” 

Chairman of the committee is 
A. G. Newcomb, of Cleveland. A 
detailed report was made to the 
committee by W. David Tilghman, 
of Baltimore, who formerly was 
Maryland’s commissioner of small 
loans. Also, the Wisconsin banking 
commission’s report on automobile 
financing abuses, which led to 
adoption of that state’s licensing 
law, was exhaustively studied by 
the committee: 


Here are some of the specific 
abuses found by the committee. 

1—Unfair contracts which are 
drawn heavily in favor of the com- 
pany as against the interests of the 
owner. 


2—Contracts which provide for 
repossessions without notice to the 
owner. 


3—Ne allowances provided for in 
cases in which the owner desires 
. pay off ahead of the stipulated 
time. 


4—Transfer of finance paper 
from one company to another 
without notice so that the owner 
does not know to whom to make 
payments, bringing about re- 
possession. 


5—“Balloon” notes, in which the 
finai payment is extraordinarily 
large, and a complete surprise to 
the owner, and thus often forcing 
a default. 


6—Many forms of excessive 
charges. 


—“Single interest” insurance in 
which, without the owner’s know- 
ledge, only the finance company is 
covered in case of accident. 


In making these citations, the 
committee went over carefully a 
large number of individual cases 
brought to its attention: Instances 
substantiated, it is understood, by 
documentary evidence. The AAA’s 
previously stated determination to 
halt, if possible, “the depredations 
of the unscrupulous element in the 
finance business” was declared to 
have been materially strengthened 
by the committee findings, and de- 
cision was reached to place the 
whole matter before the forthcom- 
ing convention for the purpose of 
taking decisive steps to achieve 
definite remedial action. 


Chrysler 


(Continued from Page 1) 
amined again and if found to be 
unfair will be adjusted. The man- 
agement of each plant is author- 
ized to settle such matters. This 
is unmistakably clear.’ 


“The goal of the union is the 
closed shop—with shop stewards 
overrunning the plants. The basis 
of Marxist communist doctrine is 
control of production. When shop 
stewards handle the throttle of 
production, you have surrendered 
the plant.” 


Song and Music 


WASHINGTON.—The history of the 
motor car in song and music—includ- 
ing songs dedicated to the first auto- 
mobile shows—is the subject of a 
unique special exhibition of sheet 
music just installed in the automotive 
collections at the Smithsonian In- 
stitution here. 


“Dealers Tell Me,”’ by William C. 
Callahan, is an open forum for the ex- 
pression of dealers’ opinions. It ap- 
pears weekly in Automotive News. 
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—Photo courtesy Eagle, Globe & Royal 
Indemnity Companies. 

CAMERA CAR records traffic 
violations. A_ special camera, 
mounted behind the windshield and 
a speedometer mounted on the left 
front fender of a Chevrolet coupe, 
provide an ingenious combination 
used by a New York indemnity 
company to check traffic violations. 
In upper photo the arrows point to 
the camera and speedometer in- 
stallation. In lower photo, a scene 
taken by the camera shows a truck 
traveling over the center line in 


the highway at an excessive speed 
as indicated by the reading on the 
auxiliary speedometer. 


Young Is Named 


General Manager 


Of Hayes Bod 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—Hayes 
Body Corp. announces the election 
as general manager and chairman 
of the executive 
committee of John 
W. Young, who 
has resigned as 
executive vice- 
president of 
Breeze Corps., 
Inc., Newark, and 
as president of 


Federal lLabora- 
tories, Inc., Pitts- 
burgh. Young 


succeeds the late 
Edward ds Con- John Ww. Young 
nolly. 

Simultaneously with Young’s elec- 
tion, the company also announced 
plans for the extension of its activi- 
ties into other fields besides auto- 
mobile body building, including the 
manufacture of aircraft equipment, 
munitions, marine products, and 
armored bodies for tanks and trucks. 

Young started his business career 
with Carnegie Steel Co. as mechani- 
cal engineer and became assistant to 
the vice-president, later resigning 
to organize Federal Laboratories 
which was acquired by Breeze in 
1937. 





Joins Pittsburgh Plate 


PITTSBURGH. — Elbert D. Peck, 
former vice-president and general man- 
ager of Devoe & Raynolds Co., Inc., has 
become associated with the Paint divi- 
sion of the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co. 
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AAA to Air Abuses in Car Financing 
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NADA 


(Continued from Page 1) 


controversy between Chrysler Corp. 
and its employes, we urge you to 
seek to bring about an immediate 
resumption of production to re- 
lieve the distress of the 11,000 
Chrysler dealers who are not in- 
volved in the dispute and to fore- 
stall curtailment and possible loss 
of employment for their many 
thousands of employes. Signed 
Stanley H. Horner, president, 
NADA.” 


Plans were also developed for 
the 1940 annual convention of the 
association which will be held in 
Washington, D. C. Jan. 22-25, 1940. 
The following committees were 
appointed in connection with the 
convention arrangements: 


Convention Committee: Harry 
Sommers, Atlanta, Ga., chairman; 
Lee D. Butler, Washington, D. C., 
co-chairman; C. M. Bishop, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y.; Herman Wangelin, 
Belleville, Tl. 


Nominating Committee: Ralph 
Bonney, Portland, Me., chairman; 
Harry Bell, Missoula, Mont., J. F. 
Porter, Wilmington, Del., D. G. 
Kelly, Grand Forks, N. D., W. P. 
Sims, Phoenix, Ariz. 

Resolutions Committee: T. B. 
Attmore, Washington, D. C., chair- 
man; Harold Lanphear, Provi- 
dence, R. I.; C. B. Robertson jr., 
Richmond, Va., E. R. James, Rapid 
City, S. D. 


Fourth Dimension, a regular feature 
by Pete Wemhoff, offers news of auto- 
motive advertising. 





AIR HOSTESS Katherine Wilson, chosen ‘‘Miss American Aviation 1939” as 
is a Plymouth plant in Detroit. On her first visit to the motor city, the 
air hostess was escorted through the factory to see the production line by 


D. S. Eddins, president, and E. 


Chapman, Miss 


S. Chapman, works manager. Left to right, 
ilson, and Eddins looking over one of the Plymouth automo- 


bile show models as it comes off the production line. 





Motor Executives 
Address Conclave 


On Transportation 


ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Leading 
scientists, research men and tech- 
nicians will gather here Nov. 1 for 
the “University of Michigan-Life 
Conference on New Technologies in 
Transportation.” 

Speakers at the three-day gather- 
ing will include Charles F. Ketter- 
ing, vice-president in charge of re- 
search, General Motors Research 
Corp.; C. R. Smith, president, Ameri- 
can Air Lines, Inc.; Fred M. Zeder, 
vice-chairman of the board, Chrys- 
ler Corp.; Dr. Richard M. Wick, re- 
search engineer, Bethlehem Steel 
Co.; Otto S. Schairer, vice-president 
in charge of patents, Radio Corp. of 
America; D. A. Wallace, president 
of Chrysler division; F. G. Gurley, 
vice-president, Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe Railway Co.; Dr. Gustav 
Egloff, director of research, Uni- 
versal Oil Products Co., and Dr. 
Merrell R. Penske, director, Petro- 
leum Refining Laboratories, Penn- 
sylvania State College. 

Sponsored jointly by the Univers- 
ity of Michigan and Life magazine, 
the conference is described as “de- 
signed to examine new methods, 
new materials, and new directions 
in the transportation field,” dealing 
with aspects of engineering, metal- 
lurgy, thermo-dynamics, structure, 
tensile strength, speed and capacity 
in the fields of air transportation, 
automotive, highway, rail and ma- 
rine transportation. 

Simultaneously a series of round- 
table discussions will deal with spe- 
cific 1939 achievements in the re- 
spective fields, including light weight 
alloys, high strength steels, protec- 
tive coatings, welding for transpor- 
tation, combustion, plastics, etc. 


STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MAN- 
AGEMENT, CIRCULATION, ETC., REQUIRED 
BY THE ACTS OF CONGRESS OF AUG. 24, 
1912, AND MAR. 3, 1933 
Of Automotive News published weekly at Detroit, 

Mich. for October, 193). 

State of Michigan, County of Wayne—ss. 

Before me, a Notary Public in and for the 
State and County aforesaid, personally appeared 
B. B. Crighton, who, having been duly sworn 
according to law, deposes and says that she is 
the Business Manager of the Automotive News 
and that the following is, to the best of her 
knowledge and belief, a true statement of the 
ownership, management (and if a daily paper, 
the circulation), etc., of the aforesaid publication 
for the date shown in the above caption, required 
by the Act of Aug. 24, 1912, as amended by 
the Act of Mar. 3, 1933, embodied in section 
537, Postal Laws and Regulations, printed on the 
reverse of this form, to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the pub- 


lisher, editor, managing editor, and business 

managers are: 

Publisher—George M. Slocum, 2751 E. Jefferson, 
Detroit. 

Editor — Chris Sinsabaugh, 2751 E. Jefferson, 
Detroit. 


Managing Editor—W. C. Callahan, 2751 E. Jef- 
ferson, Detroit. 

Business Manager — B. 
Jefferson, Detroit. 

2. That the owner is: (If owned by @& cor- 
poration, its mame and address must be stated 
and also immediately thereunder the names and 
addresses of stockholders owning or holding 1 
percent or more of total amount of stock. If 
not owned by a corporation the names and 
addresses of the individual owners must be 
given. If owned by a firm, company, or other 
unincorporated concern, its name and address, 
as well as those of each individual member, 
must be given.) 

Slocum Publishing Co., 
troit. 

Geo. M. Slocum, 2751 E. Jefferson, Detroit. 

Mabel H. Slocum, 29 Roslyn Rd., Grosse Pointe 
Shores, Mich. 

Chris Sinsabaugh, 2751 E. Jefferson, Detroit. ; 

Macfadden Publications, 122 E. 42nd S8t., N. Y. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees. 
and other security holders owning or holding 1 
percent or more of total amount of bonds, mort- 
gages, or other securities are: (If there are none, 
so state.) 

None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, giving 
the names of the owners, stockholders, and 
security holders, if any, contain not only the 
list of stockholders and security holders as they 
appear upon the books of the company but also, 
in cases where the stockholder or security holder 
appears upon the books of the company as 
trustee or in any other fiduciary relation, the 
name of the person or corporation for whom 
such trustee is acting, is given; also that the 
said two paragraphs contain statements embrac- 
ing affiant’s full knowledge and belief as to the 
circumstances and conditions under which stock 
holders and security holders who do not appeal! 
upon the books of the company as trustees, hold 
stock and securities in a capacity other than 
that of a bona fide owner; and this afflant has 
no reason to believe that any other person. 
association, or corporation has any interest direct 
or indirect in the said stock, bonds, or other 
securities than as so stated by beh a 

5. That the average number of copies 
ae of this publication sold or distributed, 
through the mails or otherwise, to paid eub- 
secribers during the 12 months preceding the 
date shown above is......+--+++eee+s gatas esas 
(This information is required from dai 
cations only). 


B. Crighton, 2751 E. 


2751 E. Jefferson, De- 


ly publi- 


B. B. CRIGHTON. it 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 12tb 


day of October, 1939. 
(Seal) L. P. Morse 


(My commission expires 3-17-42.) 
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of War | 


Cited at Sloan’s Luncheon 


gecial to Automotive News 

NEW YORK. ~ Addresgi 

how week luncheon given by Al. 
fed P. Sloan jr., chairman of Gen- 
al Motors Corp., Harold G. Moul- 
on, president of the Brookings In- 
¢itution, warned American in- 
justrialists against any avoidable 
ncrease in the price of their prod- 
gts if the United States is to avoid 
, serious inflation that would be 
ae aaa in a period of re- 

ustment more di 

eof 1929-'83. Sastrous than 
Also warning against the false 
yosperity of war, Sloan, in intro- 
jucing Dr. Moulton, stated: “We 
lo not have to be reminded of the 
pct that war is destructive of life 
ud property—even of civilization. 
ylf-preservation necessarily con- 
entrates the most intensive effort 
pssible on the part of the pro- 


‘|quctive plant. In reality, the ob- 


gctive becomes one of destroying 
43 much as possible of what has 


‘ready been created, both life and 


goperty, and of diverting our 
present efforts into the production 
additional instrumentalities of 
estruction, themselves in turn to 
be destroyed. 

“How anyone can believe that 
uch a situation can be a profitable 


Sales of Buicks 
At Show Double 
Last Year Total 


NEW YORK. — Two-to-one in- 
mease Over last year in sales of 
Buick cars at the National Auto- 
nobile Show and at the General 
Motors presentation at the Wal- 
dorf, was announced here by W. F. 
Hufstader, general sales manager. 
Hufstader added that there is a 
ising tide in the automobile 
market in all sections of the coun- 
ty as indicated in telegraphic 
reports from the Buick dealer or- 
ganization covering current sales. 
These, he said, show similar gains. 
Unfilled retail orders in the 
hands of Buick dealers were 28,554 
us of Oct. 10, the highest in the 
cmpany’s history and represent- 
ng an all-time high in sales vol- 
me for this period, Hufstader re- 
ported. These, he said, are custom- 
ts’ orders for the new cars on 
which either a deposit, or trade-in, 
both, has been made. The un- 
filled retail orders compare with 
3,420 on hand at this time a year 
4g0, an increase of more than 
100 percent. 


The sales statistics announced by 

Hufstader showed domestic retail 
deliveries during the first 10 days 
of the month of 6,788 units com- 
pared with 6,595 in the previous 
10 days and 5,197 in the same 
riod last year. Used car sales 
were 8,887 units compared with 
4960 in the previous 10 days and 
1173 in the same period of Octo- 
ver last year. 








Weir Sees No Advance 


In Steel Prices at Present 
NEW YORK.— Although en- 
tisioning no immediate advance in 
steel prices, Ernest T. Weir, chair- 


; Man of the National Steel Corp., 


feclared here during show week 
that he doubted whether steel 


, Mpanies could long absorb the 


ittreasing cost of raw materials. 

Addressing the annual dinner of 
the American Institute of Steel 
Construction at its 17th annual 


“vention at the Waldorf, Weir 


ttated: “I wish to point out that 
hese higher raw material costs 
have been offset only in part by 
€ currently increased rate of 


”. eration. I do not foresee any in- 


‘tease in prices which will fully 
‘over these greater costs. However, 
Ido not doubt that most mills will 


‘ tt some time find it necessary to 


cover at least some part of these 
Ncreases.” 





Fire Hits Dealership_ 
CUSHING, Okla.—A brick building, 
sing the Foresee ure 
‘re, was destroyed by fire las , 
@using damage estimated at $30,000. 


enterprise is beyond my compre- 
hension.” 

Charles F. Kettering, vice-presi- 
dent of General Motors, in charge 
of research, discussing the “Effect 
of the Emergency on Scientific and 
Industrial Progress,” said that 
while war stimulated the search 
for substitutes, it often resulted in 
a concentration of effort along 
lines that were uneconomic. He 
declared that the economics of war 
was definitely negative. 

During his address on “Industrial 
Price Policies in This Emergency,” 
Dr. Moulton said that superficially 
the war seemed to be an answer 
to all of our economic problems as 
it tended to stimulate trade and | 
absorb the surpluses that over- | 
hang so many markets, “but sober | 
reflection warns” us that sooner or 
later, and probably sooner, there 
would be a new collapse. 








SPEAKERS AND GUESTS at a luncheon given last week in New York by 
Alfred P. Sloan jr., chairman of General Motors, for several hundred leaders 
in industry, science and finance. Above at the speakers table, are, left to right, 
seated, Dr. Harold G. Moulton, president of Brookings Institution; Sloan and 
Cc. F. Kettering, GM vice-president. Standing, Alfred E. Smith, U. S. Senator 
Clyde L. Herring, of Iowa, and John D. Rockefeller jr. 
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gainst Avoidable Price Increases 





Klingler Cheered 
By Show Sales, 
Sees 1940 Gains 


NEW YORK. “The record 
crowds at the exposition and the 
enthusiasm displayed for the new 
cars seems to confirm the predic- 
tions that 1940 will be one of the 
best years in the automobile indus- 
try’s history,” declared Harry J. 
Klingler, general manager, of Pon- 
tiac, after watching visitors’ reac- 
tions to the National Automobile 
Show. 

“Pontiac sales and deliveries are 
running at a higher rate than they 
did when new models were an- 
nounced a year ago,” he said. 

“The crucial test of public ac- 
ceptance of new cars always comes 
during the automobile show in 
New York, and so, from. the 
reactions of the crowds and 
record sales, the prospects for one 
of the best years during 1940 seems 


| especially good.” 





Lneineered to Match 








ar 


Lew Car Performance! 


The U.S.ROYAL DeLuxe 


Be 






Working with leading car engineers every step of 
the way, U. S. Tire Engineers have designed and 
built the U. S. Royal DeLuxe ...a tire that is engi- 
neered to meet, in every way, the advanced perform- 
ance requirements of today’s cars. 

The U. S. Royal DeLuxe gives motorists more of 
everything they need for maximum safety and service 
under all driving conditions— 


@ MORE NON-SKID MILEAGE...Longer wearing Tempered 


Rubber Tread, patterned around the famous U. S$. Cogwheel 
principle of traction, provides extra safety and extra mileage. 


@ QUICKER STOPS... Added to the superlative tread design 


of the U. S. Royal DeLuxe are 2500 extra gripping edges. 


As brakes are applied, these “grippers” go into instant ac- 
tion, stop cars quicker, straighter, safer! 


POSITIVE FINGER-TIP CONTROL... Well engineered tread 


provides finger-tip steering control at every speed.. .adding 


immeasurably to driving confidence. 


SMOOTH, CUSHIONED RIDE... Smooth-rolling ribs with 
“ST. 5. variable block design give you a quieter, softer, more 
restful ride on any road... bring a new relaxation to motoring. 


BODY-STRENGTH ...To the Royal DeLuxe, U. S. Tire En- 
gineers have given a rugged body strength that assures 
dependable, safe, economical performance. 


NEW STREAMLINED BEAUTY...Every curve and contour 
of the U. S. Royal DeLuxe is the result of functional design 
.-- put there for a specific purpose by master engineers. 


Unitep States Rusper Company 


AUTOMOTIVE DIVISION 
6600 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 
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Wall Street Reass 


War Influence on Shares 


Of Car Firms Still Doubtful 


Special to Automotive News 


Orders Running 








Perhaps the most important re- 
cent influence on automotive securi- 
ties has been the Detroit labor situ- 
ation. Although labor difficulties 
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ured by Response at N. Y. Show 


Chevrolet at the Show... 








Dealer’s Discount 
Advertising Stirs 
Tempest in N. Y. 


New York City, Ebbert says in a 
bulletin, which adds: 

“We have eliminated the name of 
the car because the product de- 


4 


W 


NEW YORK.— Wall Street, as rag NE — re 
usual, was strongly represented in Stock 2 eg venting py ty ot dealer ‘is. word 
the crowds that attended the na- coding Latest Year count advertising, Ralph Ebbert, /lymo 
tional automobile show here, and its Wk. Wk. Change Ago manager of the Brooklyn and Lon , dodge 
pre-show conviction that the indus- | 24 motors 37.54 37.16 -0.38 34.62 Island Automobile Dealers Assn, guick 
try had struck a responsive chord 3 pot dh en cos. 39.77 39.47 -0.40 34.85 is calling the attention of his asso- %ontia 
in styling, mechanical design and| {"xlre-rubbers 26:09 25.86 ~0.23 30.06 ciation's members, other dealer  sidsm 

: groups and all manufacturers to the jtudeb 

In the stock market there has copy used h | 
been litle change. in. automotive | same; motoy souks have been un ay arg = 
P re th. "a: aaa ae considerations. Emphasis has been | CHEVROLET’S TOPFLIGHT sales executives were among those who at- ae hat which stated: de So 
past , , largely on domestic prospects and | tended the National Automobile Show in New York last week. Shown here, left e highest traders in town say {ash 
been true of stocks in general fol- export trade with Latin America. | Tht, before the Chevrolet chassis display are E. A. Nimnicht, assistant | ‘come in and get our deal.’ We will qudso’ 
lowing the sharp run-up in the early A tl x gern sales manager on used cars in the western half of the United States; | give you more on your trade-in th au 

° of the Maropean war. Auto- pparently investors are waiting | T. H. Keating, new car assistant in the castern half; William E. Holler, general any dealer in the cit d an packal 
one - h - further developments before trying | sales manager; M. E. Coyle, general manager; Felix Doran jr., assistant gen- 7 ; e city, and besides  (ydilla 
os sie at Scour an eae to put an appraisal on the possibili- i gaiee seesngee on new cars in the west, and W. G. Lewellen, used car aa, - a $42.50 set of Martin lincol: 

reced outbreak of hos 08 l ties of truck sales to bellicerents e east. white-wall tires free with the pur- Willys 
on the prospect of improved busi- 5 chase of any (name of car del 
ness on the 1940 models, and that is eaperts to Musepe of pamenper This offer ts for a limited time only.” — 
outlook has remained unchanged. | vehicles under normal conditions. Fagen ty ese fy. Alyy cowie La sce! 

Except _in_a few individual in-|tiow much business will develop a og oo inches, snuggling © 

with South America also still is a aap sneha in’ & ee 
‘ new models, in a daily newspaper ‘Loss 
Cadillac-LaSalle "Eee, ee ace published within the confines "a — 


40% Above 1938 


NEW YORK. — Substantiating 
the automobile industry’s predic- 


haven’t depressed stocks, witness 
Chrysler, they may have been an 
influence in holding them back just 
preceding and during the New York 


serves better sales promotion, and 7 
are withholding the identities of the 
publication and the dealer because 





tion of increased business in 1940, v we think there will be no repetition. 
D. E. Ahrens, general sales man- | 2Utomobile show, when ordinarily In fact, the newspaper has written, on 
ager of Cadillac-LaSalle, an- motor issues come in for consider- in reply to the association protest, atime 
nounced here last week that ad-| 2ble attention. Wall Street refuses, that it regrets that the ad ap- 


however, to consider strikes as a 
long-term depressing influence. 


Figures now available indicate 
that for the full year payment of 
dividends by automotive companies 
will far exceed those of 1938, al- 
though the gains in dollars will, of 
course, fall far short of the increase 
in payment of wages and in the cost 
of materials. 


peared.” 

Emphasizing the menace of such 
advertising copy and the practices 
it symbolizes, Ebbert comments: 

“Perhaps, after all, it is just as 
well that some Long Island dealer 
tried this kind of copy and that some 
newspaper accepted it, because now 
the dealers simply must have a 
showdown with their factories and 


vance orders are running 40 per- 
cent ahead of a year ago. . 
“Latest reports from Detroit dis- 
close we have received 10,867 new 
model orders,” said Ahrens. “This 
figure compares with 7,310 orders 
at the same time a year ago. 
“Inasmuch as Cadillac made its 
public announcement of 1940 mod- 


CHEVROLET TRUCK motor, with its many improvements for 1940, caught 
the eye of two of the ——* executives at the National Auto Show in 
New York last week. Right is W. E. Fish, manager of Chevrolet’s commercial 
car department; with him is A. R. Cosgrove, assistant manager. 


Vital Importance of Service 








els only a few days ago, the 
volume of orders is highly grati- 
fying. It represents more than one- 
quarter of our entire production 
of 1939 cars, which compiled the 
fourth best year in our history.” 

Ahrens declared sales and pros- 
pects at both the Palace and the 
General Motors show in the Wal- 
dorf matched the strength of na- 
tional business. 

“We sold four of our especially 
painted and equipped show cars 
from the floor and two duplicates,” 
he added. “This is virtually with- 
out precedent.” 


Iowa Total at Peak 


SPRINGFIELD, Ill.—The number of 
passenger automobiles licensed by the 
state reached a new peak this year. In 
the first nine months of 1939 the state 
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For the first nine months of the 


year automotive companies, exclu- 
sive of the tire and rubber group, 
declared dividends calling for an 
outlay of approximately $140,587,000, 
comparing with $67,556,000 in the 
like period of last year. Although 
the gain for the final quarter, if 
any, is not likely to be anything as 
large on a percentage basis, the 
total for the full year is expected 
to be substantially 
1938. 


above that of 


In September the total was about 


$6,530,000, as against $3,090,000 a 
year ago. Of this amount the parts 
and accessory group accounted for 
$6,330,000, against $2,990,000 a year 


ago, and the car and truck com- 


panies, $200,000 against $100,000. For 
the nine months, parts and acces- 


Emphasized at AEA Session 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Vital importance 
of the servicing end of the automo- 
tive industry was stressed by 
speakers at the annual luncheon of 
the Automotive Electric Assoc., at- 
tended here during show week by 
more than 550 manufacturers, dis- 
tributors and salesmen of automo- 
tive electrical parts. 

Norman Damon, director of the 
Automotive Safety Foundation, in 
addressing the guests, emphasized 





Bantam Dealers 
Attend Meeting 


the owner obligation to keep his 
vehicle in the best possible condi- 
tion, and suggested that periodic in- 
spection would spread swiftly be- 
cause of greater interest in good 
maintenance. 

“Manufacturers have gone far in 
making fool-proof cars, simplified as 
to operating requirements,” he said, 
“but there still remains the respon- 
sibility of the owner to keep the 
equipment reasonably near factory 
condition if he is to get the greatest 
usefulness out of the vehicle.” 

Suggesting that recent develop- 
ments for safer driving, such as the 
Sealed Beam headlights, co-opera- 
tively produced by the automotive 
industry, would bring about a 


their newspapers. 

“Without delay—before the spark 
has a chance to develop into a con- 
flagration— ask your newspapers 
what their attitude is toward copy 
such as quoted. Would they give 
such a sales appeal space in their 
columns? Ask them a definite ques- 
tion and ask them for a definite 
reply. 

“Without delay ask your factory 
about copy like this. What will they 
do, what can they do to protect 
dealers who find such publicity re- 
pulsive? Dealers must have assur- 
ance that they are not facing an 
epidemic of discount advertising.” 

Ebbert said the bulletin had been 
mailed to all manufacturers, to 
other dealer associations, to officers 
and directors of the National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Ass’n, and to the of- 
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licensed 1,606,780 passenger cars, or|sory firms declared $32,675,000 in| BUTLER, Pa. — Approximately| greater demand for better service | goers and di : 
$5,872 more than in the same period | gividends against $18,094,000 in like|50 of Bantam’s more than 400|/from and to other equipment, | State = Se = ae ee . 
Goee 1938 period, and the car and truck | gealers attended a special eastern} Damon outlined the progress made 
companies, $117,912,000 against $49,-| central regional meeting at the| in the last four years toward safer aan a ae 
562,000. factory to look over the new| motoring. The cash saving result- Unfilled Orders Tana 
Recent declarations include: Divco|“Super 4” models. Other meetings| ing from the standard highway 
Twin Truck, 25 cents a share, pay-|were held in New York and At-| Safety program put across by the 46 Set Nash Record: febru 
able Oct. 20; Firestone Tire & Rub- | lanta. Midwestern dealers will meet | National groups taking part in the 9 
ber, 25 cents on common, Oct. 20;|in Chicago during the automobile ae of = —o Safety Sh ow Sal es Lea March 
Fisk Rubber, $1.50 on preferred, also | show. ew A por - ~ 7 Pp or 
payable Oct. 20; Fruehauf Trailer, Plans for 1940 were outlined by oe th ,UUU, ci ‘ y. cae DETROIT.—With unfilled orders 
25 cents, Oct. 25; Lee Rubber, $1.25|/Roy s. Evans, president of the|jaree enough to buy more than |2t,the highest point since 1929, re-  iay 
and 1/20th of a share in stock, pay-| company, who pointed to the com- oon, ean nan * ow “"\tail sales of new Nash cars 
able Oct. 28; Spicer Manufacturing, | pany’s sound financial status and| ”, ¢ ee throughout the United States dur- Tune 
$1.50 on common and 75 cents 0N|+, the improved car as the basis After com a service in-|ing the first 10 days of October —_ 
preferred, Oct. 14. for a successful season. Francis H. — “— row . 7 es soared 203 percent above sales dur- “ly 
eee ery ar Fenn, vice-president and general ao ogee eae oer teak ing the comparable period of 1938, az 
_ manager, told the assemblage of ' t g ith 1 1 it is announced by W. A. Blees, 
Jones Joins Goody ear the many new improvements and © 6 of yee be = mobil arger vol- | general sales manager. “Tots 
AKRON. — Paul F. Jones, formerly | pefnements incorporated in the 7 ee Sales during the period totaled Dat 
in charge of the Chicago and Kansas tl See There is a growing momentum |; 792 ynits. as compared with 561 —— 
City districts for the Willard Storage |1940 line, featuring greatly iN-| 14 interest in better maintenance,” |,’.; ” fi 10 d f 
Battery Co., has been added to the|creased power, quieter perform- declared Damon. “Pride in car ap- units during the first ays oO 
battery sales department of the Good- ance and smoother riding quali- . i October last year. Blees also de- 
year Tire & Rubber Co., as special ti pearance can have much to do with] ,jareq that retail sales of new 
representative. 1es. it. We can to some extent judge @/Nash cars at the National Auto- —— 
driver by the dents in his fenders. | jopile Show were more than twice 
Old cars aren't necessarily the as great as sales during the same 
worst. In New Jersey, one car reg- period a year ago 
istered is of 1895 vintage, I am in- He pointed out that sales would 
for: med, and regular ly passes the have been even greater had it been 
tally en ion requirements with possible for the company to ship 
y ae , more cars. Geared for peak pro eines 
“Periodic inspection is likely to|quction in anticipation of con- ‘aus 
expand rapidly, not because of com- | tinued improvement in the demand = >-— 
mercial pressure, but because the|¢5, Nash products, the company’s Febru 








BANTAM DISTRIBUTORS inspect new ‘Super 4” models at factory meet- 


ing, one of four regional meetings 


held to introduce the new line of cars to 


Bantam ization. Other meetings were held at Atlanta and New York, 
rh a ae needed in Chicago during the Chicago Automobile Show. 


public is convinced that a well main- 
tained vehicle is an important fac- 
tor in good driving and pleasant 
driving. 

“This carries with it a responsi- 
bility on the part of the industry to 
do the best possible service job. 
Given that in good faith the public, 
their other elected officials and all 
other interested agencies stand 
ready to put their support behind 
any sound maintenance program in 
the public interest.” 


plants were producing cars at a 
record level when assembly lines 
were halted by strikes. . 

Blees said that despite these in- 
terruptions he expects the current 
year to be one of the best in Nash 
history. 


Show 1940 Models 


SWEETWATER, Tex.—The first 
automobile show to be held here ia 8 
years has been set in connection wit 
the Midwest Exposition, Oct. 24-28. 
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War Cuts 


High Prices, Credit Situation |puick Fetes N.Y. Declers 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, OCTOBER 23, 1939 


Canadian Buying but Good Fall is Seen 


Hit Parts, Accessories Sales 


By Roy Carmichael 
Staff Correspondent 


MONTREAL. — War conditions, 
while not as yet having played a 


serious part in the automobile 
parts and accessory trade _ in 
Canada, have nevertheless made 


the future somewhat clouded. 
Should there be a prolonged Euro- 
pean and world upheaval, with its 
consequent lack of ordinary trans- 
portation facilities on land and 
sea, there is expected to be great 
curtailment in the use of motoring 
for pleasure. ‘ 

It is quite possible that there 
may be government regulations as 
to the amount of gasoline an in- 
dividual will be allowed for his own 
use, to say nothing of mounting 
costs. 

In the Montreal area, October 
demand on the part of the motor- 
ist has fallen behind that of the 
same period in 1938. A few dealers 
in accessories say that trade is 
“about” on a level with that of a 


Compulsory Car 
Tests Are Urged 
For N. Y. State 


ROCHESTER, N. Y.—Enactment 
of state legislation, providing for 
inauguration of a system of com- 
pulsory motor vehicle inspection 
without additional charge to mo- 
torists, was advocated in a resolu- 
tion adopted by the New York 
State Automobile Assn. at its re- 
cent convention here. 

The association also went on 
record as favoring a straight $2 
registration fee, and opposed the 
establishment of any additional 
toll roads in the state. 

Dai Lewis, of Buffalo, was elected 
president of the group, succeeding 
Truman Preston, of Syracuse. 
Other officers were named as fol- 
lows: First vice-president, William 
Gottlieb, New York City; second 
vice-president, J. R. Koffey, Schen- 
ectady; third vice-president, Wade 
Stevens, Buffalo, and _ secretary, 
John Crosley, Rochester. 


a 


GENERAL MOTORS BLDG 
FISHER BLOG. 
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ABINGTON 


B E NEAR YOUR 
“CALLS” IN DETROIT 


Stop at the Abington, De- 
troit’s finest “uptown” ho- 
tel. Only five short blocks 
from General Motors, 
Fisher and New Center 
Buildings. Three miles 
closer to Dodge, Chrysler 
(H.P.) and Packard plants. 
Complete service. Dining 
Room. Free parking. 
Cabs. Bus service at both 
ends of block. Large 
rooms with bath from 
$3.00. Monthly rates from 
$60.00. 


ABINGTON 


Wuuuam J. Bayer, Pres. and Mgr. 
700 SEWARD AVE. (Nr. 2nd Blvd.) 
DETROIT 





year ago, but the greater number 
of dealers say orders are not up 
to normal. It is true that it is a 
bit early as yet for cold weather 
accessories, especially chains; 
furthermore, the fall has been a 
mild one, and this fact has not 
helped purchasing of the winter 
goods. 


P. McShane, manager of the 
parts department of Fairbanks- 
Morse Co. Canada, Ltd., said that 
September and October business is 
somewhat lower in volume than 
the same period last year although, 
as yet, his department has felt no 
effects, either good or bad, by 
reason of the war. “All lines of 
goods from the United States have 
advanced from 5 to 10 percent,” 
said McShane, “and this is in ad- 
dition to the premium on Ameri- 
can funds, which is set from day 
to day here in Montreal by the 
Automobile Association committee.” 


Pierre LeBlanc, manager of the 
automotive department for Omer 
DeSerres, Ltd., said that acces- 
sories demand in October is some- 
what behind that of a year ago, 
but weather conditions have been 
against any extensive buying by 
the public. 

“Then, too,” said LeBlanc, “credit 
conditions are not of the best this 
fall, garage owners and proprietors 
being somewhat behind on their 
accounts with jobbers.” 


H. Barbeau, assistant manager 
of parts and accessories for Ludger 
Gravel & Fils, Ltd., said that fall 
business with them is on a level, 
both as to volume and prices, with 
the same period last year. 


C. E. Prefontaine, head of the 
parts lines for United Auto Parts, 
Ltd., said that both September and 
October business has been very 
good with them, but that the credit 
situation was not so good, with 
money difficult to get. For in- 
stance, at the outbreak of war, 
there was a distinct filip to the 
market, but there had been a let- 
down in the past fortnight. 


J. E. Chappell, purchasing agent 
for John Millen & Son, Ltd., said 
that trade seemed to be well main- 
tained with prospects very good as 
the season advanced, and that 
while there might be uncertainty 
with some buyers over war con- 
ditions, undoubtedly when govern- 
ment contracts are forthcoming 
there will be greater circulation of 
funds among the average citizen, 
and a consequent greater demand 
in all lines. 


C. Marshall, manager of acces- 
sories and parts department for 
Lewis Bros., Ltd., said that demand 
was less than the same period last 
year, but that after war conditions 
had settled down there would be 
a better tone to the market. 


L. L. Cote, manager for Auto 
Electric Service Corp., said that 
war conditions had created a cer- 
tain amount of instability in buy- 
ing on the part of the public. He 
said that 90 percent of electrical 
materials had advanced from 5 to 
11 percent, these including gen- 
erators, starters, batteries and 
lighting systems, etc. 

In general, while there has been 
a lull in the business situation 
since the first week of war, ac- 
cessory and parts men, along with 
others, look for a _ well-sustained 
autumn demand, even one which 
may go above figures of a year ago. 


Sept. Car Sales Top 
°38 by 103% in Buffalo 


BUFFALO. N. Y.—New car regis- 
trations in Erie county during Sep- 
tember rose to 1,133, an increase of 
103 percent over 556 in the same 
month a year ago, the Buffalo Auto- 
motive Trade Ass’n. reports. 

As compared with the preceding 
month, registrations declined sea- 
sonally from 1,474. For the first 
nine months of this year, new car 
registrations totaled 17,283, an in- 
crease of 67 percent over 10,345 in 
the corresponding 1938 period. 








Keep abreast of current truck legisla- 
tion in Automotive News’ truck section. 





PICTURED AT BUICK’S metropolitan area sales luncheon meeting at the 
Hotel Commodore in New York, to launch New York National Automobile show 
activity, left to right, Harlow H. Curtice, Buick president; Roy Horton, New 


York zone manager; W. F. 
Arthur Kudner. 


Hufstader, 


Buick general sales manager, and 





ALSO PRESENT at the Buick luncheon were, left to right, L. 


Buick purchasing agent; 


A. Stewart, 


A. H. Belfie, merchandising manager; E. T. Ragsdale, 


assistant chief engineer; L. M. Taylor, car distributor, and Harry Tunstil, 
assistant New York zone manager, standing. 





LEFT TO RIGHT, seated, S. D. Fuson, Ted Southworth, Kings County Buick 


Co.; A. 


B. Connelly, Noyes Buick, Boston; A. E. 


deLoach, Oak Ridge Buick 


Co., and Fred Yarrington, general manager Glidden Buick Co. Standing are, 


Arthur L. Newton, Glidden Buick Co., New York, left, and D. J. 


Bronx Buick Co. 


Barrett, 


‘Unit’ Car Radio Developed 


By Ford as 


DEARBORN. — Instead of mak- 
ing car radios in three separate 
units — speaker, chassis and an- 
tenna — Ford engineers this year 
have developed a method of com- 
bining the three into a single unit. 
The new style radios are being 
produced for the 1940 Ford and 
Mercury cars. 


Ford engineers consider this to 
be one of the most important 
advances in the car radio field 
in a number of years. The assem- 
bly of both speaker cone and 
antenna directly to the chassis re- 
duces the number of wire connec- 
tions to a minimum and gives 
vastly improved reception, it is 
said. 

Particular attention has been 
paid to the location of the radio 
controls and to making operation 
as simple as possible. Adjustment 
of the radio is possible without 
diverting the driver’s attention 


from the operation of the car. The. 


control panel is just above the 
radio grille in the center of the 


co 





PRE-INSTALLATION photo of 
Ford’s new one-unit car radio, de- 
veloped as a 1940 accessory. 


"4.0 Accessory 


instrument panel for split-second 
visibility. 

A “Roto-Matic” selector operated 
by a push-button gives instant 
choice of five pre-tuned local sta- 
tions. These are not indicated by 
the usual call letters. Each station 
is identified by a large numeral 
as easily and quickly read as a 
speedometer dial. 


In addition to the Roto-Matic 
feature there is also a manual 
control for dialing other than the 
pre-tuned stations. Volume control 
on the station tuned in is auto- 
matic and the tone may be set 
for either brilliant or bass. Car 
noises are said to be eliminated 
by filtration and output is stepped 
up by using a “beam” power tube. 


The stainless steel antenna shaft 
is fitted at its base directly in 
the radio chassis. It runs upward 
through a hole in the car instru- 
ment panel in line with the wind- 
shield divider. The antenna ex- 
tends through the roof and, when 
collapsed, projects only a few 
inches above the roof line. 


The antenna is adjustable and 
may be extended another 16 inches 
without getting out of the car. 
There is a sliding knob on that 
part of the antenna shaft inside 
the windshield for this purpose. 
For “super” reception the antenna 
can be extended to 45 inches. The 
second adjustment is made from 
outside the car. 


The chassis of the new radio fits 
directly behind the grille in the 
car instrument panel which is 
tilted to project the sound at ap- 
proximate ear level. 


Gets Big Order 


PONTIAC, Mich.—The Yellow Truck 


& Coach Mfg. Co. is in receipt of a 
$305,000 order from the Market Street 
Railroad Co., of San Francisco, which | 
has ordered 34 buses. 


Oldsmobile Calls 
In Service Men 
For5-Day Session 


LANSING. — Oldsmobile factory 
service representatives from ail 
sections of the United States will 
convene here Oct. 23 for a five-day 
service convention, according to J. 
J. Dobbs, Oldsmobile’s general 
service manager, who will be in 
charge of the meetings. 

“The primary purpose of our 
1940 convention,” said Dobbs, “will 
be to acquaint our field organiza- 
tion with factory policies and 
training programs for the coming 
year, but more particularly the 
program will consist of mechanical 
training on Oldsmobile’s exclusive 
Hydra-Matic Drive. Service pro- 
cedure regarding other Oldsmobile 
features will follow during a series 
of training school and training 
sessions.” 

On the opening day of the 1940 
convention, D. E. Ralston, general 
sales manager, will outline Olds- 
mobile’s sales program for the 
coming year. E. A. Erickson will 
explain the company’s service pro- 
motion program. 

On Oct. 27, the final day of the 
convention, Dobbs stated that the 
service men will be taken to De- 
troit to inspect the new plant of 
the Detroit Transmission division 
of General Motors, which is de- 
voted to the exclusive manufacture 
of Oldsmobile’s Hydra-Matic 
Drive. 


Fruehauf Sets 


Driver Contest 


DETROIT. — Roy A. Fruehauf, 
vice-president and director of sales 
of the Fruehauf Trailer Co., an- 
nounces a contest for truck drivers 
with prizes totaling $1,000 in cash. 
The money will be paid for the 
best letters on the following sub- 
jects: 

1— Why I like to pull a Fruehauf 
semi-trailer. 

2—Improvements I would make 
in Fruehauf semi-trailers. 

3—How Fruehauf nationwide 
service facilities helped me. 

4—Why I think every trailer 
should have differential dual 
wheels. 

For each subject there will be a 
first prize of $100, a second prize 
of $50, third prize of $25, fourth 
prize of $15, fifth prize of $10 and 
10 prizes of $5 each. 


Motors to Get Big Share 


of Canada’s War Orders 

MONTREAL.—Contracts amount- 
ing to $100,000,000 are being placed 
or arranged for at present in con- 
nection with the Canadian war ef- 
fort. They cover a wide range of 
equipment, with motor transport 
getting a big share. 

“Several thousand” motor trucks 
will be required for army transport, 
but some reports exaggerate the ex- 
tent of the necessary orders. In any 
event the factories of the entire in- 
dustry of Canada should be busy this 
winter and long after that. 


Used Car Index 


The average used car prices, 
taken from the weekly Used 
Car Selling Prices chart, shows 
the following: 

















' 1938 High Low 
!| Sept. Average ...... 515s 441 
Oct. Average ....... 492 425 
Nov. Average ....... 481 412 
Dec. Average ....... 462 399 
1939 
Jan. Average (89) ..*585 *512 
Feb. Average (’39) .. 578 519 
Mar. Average (’39) . 573 508 
| April Average (’39) . 567 504 
May Average (’39) .. 576 510 
June Average (’39) . 575 509 
July Average (’39) .. 561 470 
|| Aug. Average (’39) .. 542 449 
Sept. Average (’39).. 521 427 
Cee: 3, BOD oc accieees 4671 4 +572 
fe OO, Be Te osc ctveeas 670 571 


| *Offering of higher priced 1938 
models lifts national average. 
+Inclusion of 1939 models in 
place of 1936 cars boosts aver- 
ages. 
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Pe 5. 2 irre 


am ae eoeee bottom apolis—Times, Star; Detroit—Free Press, Times, News; 
m » 
Used Car Selling Prices 


SEDAN ‘prices es Chicago—Tribune, News, Herald-American; Minneapolis 
(As Advertised, Oct. 2, Oct. 8) 








Prices on 1939, 1938 and 1937 used 
local newspapers of current week. 
used in this comparison. News- 
nclude: Boston— Globe; New York 
; ertapgee World Telegram; Philadel- 
Wetin; Columbus—Dispatch; Indian- 






EDAN price: . 

papers co-operating —Star-Journal, Tribune; New Orleans — Picayune, 
ae See States; Tulsa — World, Tribune; Denver -— Post; Los 
Angeles—Examiner; Seattle—Times, Post. 













phia—Inquirer, B 
















Boston N. Y. Phila. Col’mb’s Ind’ p’lis Detroit Chicago Minnea. N’Orl’ns Tulsa Denver Los Ang. Seattle Nat. Av. 
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y A | y 

ei ae [75 | es | 1 | 995- 695| 750-625, 750- 695| l | 885- 875 | 845 | 831- 747 
——— aio | | wo | 545-449 ae 685- 635 604- 526 
es [165 | [1795 | | 1785-1785 
738 | l 945 | 995 | [1495-1246 | [1496-1062 

a | 745 685- 595 | 745- 665 | 895-795 995 818- 685 
Chevrolet Master =O 635-695 | 625- 495| 685-550 | S5| . | 815- 472 | 625- 525 | | 595- 650 | 695- 685 | | 695- 665| 747- 670| 642- 575 


__________—=~=*=é«8B BAS 885] 475- 960 | 545- 435 | 525- $05| 485- 465| 497- 366| 465- 425] 5A9- 445] 625- 410| 565- 495| 595-475] 5O5- 525| G45- 565| 565- 442 
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(Terraplane) °37§ 425- 295| 335- 265| 425- 280| 445- 389 





——_—_—___________—=—='874j_495- 315| 425- 205| 465- 345| 475- 875| 465- 345] 425- 249 | 445- 345] 449-375] 309- 360| 435- 385) 487- 395| 525- 395) 517- 495| 487- 357 
Chevrolet Master Deluxe °80 | 605- 675| 600 | l | 595| 625- 550| 625- 595| 669- 600 | | 645 | 785- 625| 795- 685 | | 680- 618 
BB 525-899] 525- 999| 585- 495| 575- 585| 525- 495| 499- 361 | 495- 400| 569- 489 | | 525 | 595- 485| 645- 495| 645- 595| 559- 463 
——————S—~*~*~*SST |= A9G- 815 | 425- 295| 465- 345| 475- 375| 465- 345 | 425- 249| 445- 345)  479- 395 400 | 445- 375| 475- 445| 495- 475| 525- 465| 468- 371 
Garysler Royal 39 | [| 795 ~—~*«I | 767- 750| 775-765 | l l l | 179-758 
—_— —~*=«SBB «GAG - 540 | 649-515] 585-495, S| «G45 «595-495 | 565- 495| 595 | 695 | 650 625 | 675| 625- 546 
———_______—— 8a’ *AS- 325, Si «95-985,  —=sC':-‘«AV7- 395 | 495- 335] 550-325] 407 | 497- 475) 545- 495] 525- 490) 645 695- 495| 540- 414 
ee | | | | | | | ] | | | | Not Quoted 
sia eatinaniipeacannaiee a | 545- 538 | 465 | 795 | 685- 629| 695- 575 | | | | | 745 | | 693- 552 
37 | 495- 450| +«| +«| 4%5- 320| 525 l aa 5 ~ 545 | B17- 335 
) i | l l l | 749- 699| 795- 645 | l l l | 95 ~—=«& | 829- 672 
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Ferd V-6 Seo" "39 ] | | | | 595 | l | 6 | | | ] | 635- 635 
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"87 | 395- 249| 298 | 375- 285| 345- 295| 345 | 299- 259| 365- 285| 369 | 395 345| 365- 330| 435- 285| 525- 495| 376- 314 
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l | 295- 265| 445- 315| 425- 395 | 365 | 395| 495 | 545- 439| 6525- 445| 436- 350 
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b25- 550 45 | B99- 695 B26 B- 59 
38 | 469 | 345 | l | 439- 429] 495- 485 | | 495 | | 595 | 725- 695| 563- 486 
37 | l 345 | 465- 395| 395- | 445- 365 | | 595 | 395] 5 | 485- 358 
; 3g = 1095- 980 | 1085- 915 1029- 875] 1045- 975) 345-1295 | 1246 1138-1020 
; "88 | 795- 699| 795 | 825- 765| | 795- 695| 795- 675 | | 795 | 895 | 895 | 995 | 843- 709 
"87 | 625- 495| 565- 495| 675- 465| 645 | 595| 695- 444| 645- 425 | | 695- 648| 695 | 745- 645| 695- 595| 795- 745| 670- 555 
Tincoln-Zephyr_ = =~ ~~~ 39*@§1135+~=~S=«04SS—S—=<—~*C- BSEC~*Y 1150- ] = 445 = 
ee ee 88] 925- 745| 795- 695| 695 | l | 795- 695| 885- 695 | | 995 | 825 | 1089-1087 | 914- 777 
87] 625- 475 | 625- 395| 575- 435| 625- 575| 575- 545| 575- 405| 565- 445| | 575- 495| 595- 495 | 497 | 525| 795- 699] 613- 499 
Nash-LaFayette . ‘sof 74 - 
38 | | | | | | 565 | 345 | | 595 | | | | 675 G12- 345 
"37 | 475-395 | l | 495 | 465- 395| 349- 295] | 499 | 545- 395| 479 | 619 | 491- 370 
OF 725- 695 490- = 625 > 
38 | 525| 495- 430| 565- 525| 675 | 595- 499| 595- 488] 585- 575, | 745 | 685 l | 617- 507 
87] 545- 395] | 465- 395| 435- 425 | 375 | 295| 495- 365 | 495 | | | 595 | 695- 639| 532- 413 
SE 680 | 775- 64 R45- 756 830 i82- 707 
88] 685- 569| 645- 495] 650- 550| 675- 625| 625- 525| 595- 495| 645- 545| 659- 695| 695- 475| 645 | 675- 645| 695- 465| 845- 715| 672- 
87 | 525- 475| 495- 395| 525- 475| 525- 499 | | 475- 349| 550- 395| 535- 495| 545- 495] 395 | 595- 525] 495 |. 685- 495] G4l- 454 
z 935 Ti5- 7 - 
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oe 545- 485 | | 545- 475| 385 | 399 | 495- 485 | 495 | | | 550- 545] 625- 575 | | 552- 481 
Packard “1200” —~—~—~C“‘~;S~CSSD - 
38] 775 | 695 | 765- 595 | l | 725- 560| 775- 645 | | 875 ] 795 | 768- 649 
"87 | (505- 485| 545- 445| 595- 450| 595- 545| 495| 495- 375| 575- 445 | | 597 | 625- 595| 625 | 750- 515| 678 | 607- 483 
Piymouth 39 I_645- 525] 625- 490] 650- 565] 595 625 595- 520] 585- 4 59 67 = 
*38 | 575- 400| 525- 325| 535- 385| 495- 485] 495 | 495- 425| 575- 395 | 495| 545- 490] 545 | 535- 395] | 665- 577| 649- 442 
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Plymouth Deluxe ——S—SS «0 TO- GHB] HO 605-55 55 700- HBT 628-9 745 700- © > 


788 | _525- 445| 485 | 525- 385| 525- 498| 495 | 498- 359| 545- 395| 
87 
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87 | _545- 450| 495 l l l 445 | l | 495 | 612- 452 
’ - - 

Studebaker Commander ~F 749 | 645- 625] 745-695] 625] | 866- 645] rT | Od” Od TOYO TT 
38 | 725- 575| | 595- 495| 695- 598| 645- 625| 640 | 595- 495 | l | 695- 645 | | 695- 689| 845- 775| 681- 612 
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MS 500- 425] 500- 4 
38 | _395- 345| 285 | 365 | 345 | 395- 260| 295 | | 425 | | 385- 296 
ieee —_—_——$7] 295 | 275 | 205- 285| 275- 169| 245 | 265- 145| 345- 275| 335- 269| 295| 335 | 388- 195| 279- 230) | 303- 245 
—_—_—]—$—$— nn 


National Average, All Makes, Oct. 8—$670-$571 
National Average, All Makes, Oct. 1—$671-$572 


; tised in the classified section of metropolitan news tionall: 

Used lling Prices, a8 adver papers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. 

Then ae " Jue anywhere that vee F poo — be gel rnd gh boy aoe ae ied on on —— - —s the trend of the market and the vous aoe in- 
ives are quoted, b ! a ¢ veriod covered. ere a single price is quoted, its position in the hi - 

dex. Where no price termined by previous prices in the locality. " . oe oo eS 


g in Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, 


Used car price St. Louis, Atlanta, Dallas and San Francisco appeared on this page last week and will be published again next week. 





As Sales Show Slight Drop a 


Special to Automotive News 
CHICAGO.—Used car inventories 
of Cook County dealers amounted to 
a 34.2 day supply on Oct. 1, as against 
a 31.8 day supply the previous month, 
it is disclosed in the monthly sales 
and inventory report just issued by 
the Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. 
With a new high of 231 dealers col- 
laborating, the report is considered 
more representative of conditions 
than its monthly forerunners. 
Pointing out this fact, Sam Sha- 


Covered Wagon 
Offers 6 Models 


MOUNT CLEMENS, Mich.—An- 
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—#aurowonve news, ooropmn 25,1800 
Chicago Dealers Warned as Used Car Stocks Rise 
Late-Model Inventories Up 


piro, general manager of the CATA, 
in a letter accompanying the report, 
warns dealers that “this informa- 
tion more than anything else should 
lead you into being extremely cau- 
tious in your allowances on used 
cars.” 


The participating dealers sold 
5,487 used cars during September 
and had 6,263 on hand as of Oct. 1. 
Of these, the 1936, 1937 and 1938 
models accounted for 60.4 percent of 
the total as compared with 58.4 per- 
cent on Sept. 1. Higher inventories 
of such models were attended by a 
sales drop fractionally from 45.7 to 
45 percent. 


Here is the sales and inventory 
record by yearly models: 


JACKSON, 


visited that city last week, as evidenced by this peers showing a 

crowd estimated at well over 1,000 people, who 
lined by massed hi 

hn Dixon, manager of DeRoy’s Retail 


a which were h 
in Jackson, sponsored the affair. 





MICH., gave a royal welcome to the 1940 Hudson cars which 


portion of a 

a icipated in the welcomin 
school bands and two dri 

isplay Rooms, Hudson dealers 





Crude Rubber 


Consumption in 


Sept. Tops 1938 


NEW YORK.—Consumption of 
j crude rubber by manufacturers in 
the United States during September 
is estimated to be 50,150 long tons, 
which compares with 50,481 long 
during August, 1939, according to 
the Rubber Manufacturers Ass'n, 
Inc. Consumption for September, 
1938, was 40,183 (revised) long tons. 
The organization reports gross 
imports of crude rubber for Septem- 
ber to be 41,939 long tons, an in- 
crease of 10.2 percent over the Au- 
gust figure of 38,045 long tons, and 
12.2 percent over the 37,374 long tons 
imported in September, 1938. 
The association estimates total 


a 


Model Sales Inventory . s Fulton, named special commission- | domestic stocks of crude rubbe 
nouncement of three new models, Suit Seeking Access ’ P r on 
and a general reduction in prices | 1931 341 276 © MO. NEgistratio ISU! in St. Louis, Jefferson City ana| VNC compares with ‘Aug. 31 stocks 
Wagon Co. 1933 382 358 | court en bane last week took un-|_ Ultom. A decision will probably be vised) long tons on hand Sept. 30, 
A new two-door model, and two ies 61 88 der advisement a suit brought by at eaake. Se re ‘oe rubber afloat to United 
new low-price Shermanite steel | 1936 885 1,210 | Leslie J. Eggers, of St. Louis, head clea States ports as of Sept. 30 is esti- 
models, have been announced. | 1937 1,108 1,753 of the Multi-Mail, Inc., to compel mated to be 68,310 long tons which 
These supplement models previ- | 1938 479 881 |Secretary of State Dwight H. Carter Is Switched compares with 66,717 long tons 


ously announced for 1940 and give 
Covered Wagon six models in all, 
ranging from 17 feet to 24 feet 
8 inches. Price reductions range 
from $380 down. 

“Trailer sales prospects are bet- 
ter now than at any time since 
1936,” Arthur G. Sherman, presi- 
dent, said. 


The breakdown shows that sales 
exceeded inventories for all yearly 
models prior to 1935, and since then 
oh on hand were higher than 

es. 


‘“‘Dealers Tell Me,’ by William C. 
Callahan, is an open forum for the ex- 
pression of dealers’ opinions. It ap- 
pears weekly in Automotive News. 


Brown, Commissioner of Motor 
Vehicles V. H. Stewart and Deputy 
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles 
William R. Dexter to give him ac- 
cess to the lists of state automo- 
bile registrations. 

The suit was filed by Eggers on 
Dec. 22, 1937, and was heard by 
State Senator W. B. Whitlow of 


NEW YORK.—R. E. Carter, for the 
past three years district manager of 
U. S. Tire Dealers Corp. at Birming- 
ham, Ala., has been transferred to 
Jacksonville, Fla., where he will suc- 
ceed F. R. Little, who has been as- 
signed to special sales activities at 
Baltimore. H. H. Brantley, at present 
a member of the sales staff in the 
Birmingham district, succeeds Carter. 


afloat on Aug. 31 and 48,927 long 
tons afloat on Sept. 30 a year ago. 


Gerow Heads Branch 


CLEVELAND.—According to L. M. 
Hart, president of the White Co., Ltd., 
of Canada, Fran Gerow has been 
appointed branch manager of the Tor- 
onto Branch. 





New Passenger Car Registrations, 34 States for Sept., 1939-1938 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York metropolitan area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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William S. Knudsen, president of 
General Motors Corp.; Paul . 
Hoffman, president of Studebaker 
Corp.; G. Lynn Sumner, club pres- 
ident; Lowell Thomas, former 
club president, and Arthur W. 
Pickett, president of Willys-Over- 
land Motors, Inc. Lee J. Eastman, 
president of Packard Motor Car 
Co. of New York, presided. 
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By Pete Wemhoff 
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Car Financing Tops 1938 


financing in August was well ahead 
of the corresponding month last 
year, and for the first eight months 


But Falls Behind July 


$42,101,807 last August and $67,000,- 
101 in July of this year. Used car 
financing as only a shade below July 
during this August—$54,102,961 and 


WASHINGTON. — Automobile 






“With Pontiac sales du 
past year up 63 Percent, ae io 
conducting the largest introduc- 
tory campaign expenditure in our 
history, representing a gain over 
last year’s expenditure of 22 per- 
cent,” reports F, A, Berend, Pon- 
tes. SS ee 
“First important de art 
ae a be om jaan 
n vertisin 
from announce- porneatiohaghe 
ment straight 
through until 


just before 
Christmas. For- © 
merly, we cur- ; 


tailed newspaper 
advertising after 
the new cars 
were launched 
_and did not pick ‘ 
it up until late ‘ 
the following - F F 
January. Be are 

“Newspaper rend 
schedules will account for about 
60 percent of our appropriation 
and will entail the use of 2,000 
newspapers in 1,500 cities. 

“Our second departure from cus- 
tom is a full-color Kodachrome 
photographic series especially de- 
signed for the Torpedo Eight and 
appearing in a selected list of 
class publications. Semi-testimonial 
in nature, the campaign will pre- 
sent nationally known owners. 

“The third important change 
from past practice is designed 
to take advantage of the stead- 
ily increasing buying power of 
the farmer. For this reason, for 
the first time since the present 
management has been at Pon- 
tiac, we are to use a consistent 
schedule in leading farm pub- 
lications. 

“Fourth and last departure in 
our 1940 schedule will be consider- 
ably more direct mail, in a con- 
tinuous variety of mailing through- 
out the year. Several special direct 
mail campaigns used last year 
were so successful that we are 
enlarging upon this campaign for 
1940. Mailings will be developed at 
regular intervals to make use of 
special opportunities and to meet 
special conditions as they arise. 
For a start, we have three differ- 
ent pieces, done individually in 
full color, gravure and rotogra- 
vure, in addition to a selection of 
colcred postcards. 

“Our general magazine sched- 
ule is increased considerably, using 
more magazines, both in the 
weekly and monthly field, than 
ever before. A large number of the 
advertisements are in full color. 
In addition, a special campaign 
devoted to our station wagon will 
appear in a list of class publica- 
tions not carrying the full-color 
Torpedo campaign.” 





Switches 

Harry A. Berk has resigned as 
vice-president of J. Stirling 
Getchell, 


to open his own 

New York adver- 

tising agency, to 

be known as 

Harry A. Berk, 
Inc. ; 

Berk, in his 
eighth year with 

Getchell, had 

served the agen- 

cy as director of 

publicity, public 

relations and 

promotion, . radio 

director, adver- 

oom tising copy group 

head and also in charge of new 
business. 

Prior to joining Getchell, Berk 
had been in advertising and news- 
Paper work in San Francisco. He 
sold his own agency to join Get- 
chell in New York in 1932. 


Ether 

Pontiac dealers in New York 
and Michigan are bankrolling 
the WOR, Newark, and CKLW, 
Detroit, broadcasts of Mutual’s 
new show, “Calling America, 
— hit ozone Sunday night 

2 . 

Weekly half-hour program 
highlights Pearson and Allen 


Inc., 





(Washington Merry - go - round- 
ers), Erno Rapee’s band, Gracie 
Barrie and the “Tune-Twisters.” 


Lauds 


Speaking at the annual Auto- 
mobile Manufacturers’ Day lunch- 
eon of the Advertising Club of 
New York, Raymond Moley, con- 
tributing editor of Newsweek and 
former member of President 
Roosevelt’s “brain trust,” lauded 
Secretary of State Hull as “the 
foremost factor in the Adminis- 
tration standing against those who 
might yield to impulse” in the 
present crisis abroad. 


Many of the country’s leading 
industrialists, business men and 
publishers attended the luncheon 
in the club’s headquarters as a 
feature in conjunction with open- 
ing of the National Automobile 
Show. 


Among those attending were! of Pump Engineering Service Corp.! ing was $62,073,551 in August against 


Motor 
, ; oad ations 
r een re 
- intue 
che 


eit 


hymns 

h of , nizations 
‘ yyuck, Frue 

y, Auto A On 

¥ Hercules 


Buk ghous 


restin 
x West 
f others. 





Note 

Leonard A. St. Louis, who’s 
been associated with automobile 
industry for nearly 20 years as an 
advertising executive, has become 
associated with Rayart Studios 
Inc., Pittsburgh, as art director. 


Gamble Named Head 


Of Pump Engineering 
CHICAGO —D. E. Gamble, of 
Chicago, has been named president 
of the Pump Engineering Service 
Corp. of Cleveland, a subsidiary of 
Borg-Warner Corp. 

Gamble for 11 years has been 
vice-president and general man- 
ager of the Borg & Beck division 
of Chicago. He will continue in 
that capacity. Ralph H. McOuat 
will continue as general manager 
and has been elected vice-president 




























$54,191,828 are the August and July 
figures. Last August used car fianc- 
ing amounted to $43,878,779. 

The total number of cars involved 
in financing operations this August 
was 291,898 against 300,115 in July 
and 229,692 last August. For the first 
eight months the number of cars 
totaled 2,299,030 against 1,792,561 a 
year ago. 


GM to Continue Exhibit 


at N. Y. Fair During 1940 

NEW YORK. — General Motors 
has formally announced intention to 
continue next year its New York 
World’s Fair exhibit, which occupies 
299,439 square feet in the exposi- 
tion’s transportation zone. 

The GM Futurama has operated 
at capacity of 28,000 daily since the 
Fair’s opening, a total of 4,704,000 
visitors having seen it through Oct. 
14, it is said. 


of this year the total showed a very 
large gain over the corresponding 
period of 1938, U. S. census bureau 
statistics reveal. Due to model 
change-over, however, the August 
totals were under those for July of 
this year. 

Wholesale financing in August 
amounted to $47,058,299 against 
$41,845,317 in the same period a year 
ago and compared with $100,489,515 
in July. For the first eight months, 
wholesale financing totaled $997,- 
213,626 this year compared with 
$604,387,861 in 1938. 

Retail financing in August reached 
$116,747,844 compared with only 
$86,552,488 last August and with 
$121,737,141 in July. For the first 
eight months of the present year re- 
tail financing totaled $925,339,249 
which compares with $685,386,716 in 
the same period a year ago. 

New car retail volume of financ- 


‘ 
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quarter of a century since I had last seen him. Then he 
was a dapper young man, a dream of sartorial elegance; 
now he is a gray-haired old gentleman, just like the 
author. 


Theodore E. Myers succeeded Moross for the last race 
in 1910. “Pop” Myers had come into the organization in 
May of 1910 to look after the financial side of the man- 
agement. Then he became general manager. He’s been 
the voice of the speedway ever since, a man who has 
made a science out of speedway managing and who 
packs the stands at every race with the help of Steve 
Hannigan and Joe Copps. 


Since Sept. 1927 E. V. Rickenbacker has been presi- 








|Long Beach Captures 


‘Safety With Light’ Award 

CHICAGO.—National awards for 
its “Safety with Light’ program 
launched in March, 1939, are an- 
nounced by the United States 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. The 
program, conducted among its 600 
member organizations throughout 
the country, is designed to elimi- 
nate a major portion of the in- 
creasing traffic deaths by provid- 
ing adequate safety visibility after 
dark through the modernization of 
street lighting systems. 

Taking first place in the “Safety 
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Examiner, and shows how time has treated the two veterans. 
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Old Timers Get Together. . . 


Chris 
Sinsabaugh 


(Continued from Page 1) 


mt better than the one 
sd most likely even haiten ane 
oe = 1939 car model year 
as abou reen 
nen,” t better than 
* 2 «@ 
INASMUCH as the editor, who 
so writes “Sparks,” has been sit- 
ng on the sidelines taking care 
‘the social side of the show, ‘he 
ss left the actual work of report- 
g the news of the activities to 
x own Butch Jones. Of course, 
had to make our own Bill Calla- 
un, sitting on the desk in Detroit, 
jieve I have been working, which 
why I have tried to analyze the 
tendance, sales and so forth. But 
ally I have been a social butter- 
J: 
At that though, there was lots of 
gritory to cover. Already this 
jumn has told of the press par- 
us by Packard and Buick, which 
ere curtain raisers. Since that 
umn was written, however, there 
4s been something going on in 
department day and night. 
nday, for instance, we of the 
yess were taken to the fair by 
jneral Motors in the afternoon— 
aw the wonderful Highways and 
orizons, Which made me wish 
at this big dream of Bel Geddes 
ay come true much sooner than 


Ford 


(Continued from Page 5) 


wich we can predicate our sales 
ive. 

‘In the first place, we are not 

aking into consideration as a vital 

tor any stimulation in business 

might result from the hostil- 

abroad. We are, however, con- 

that the fundamental factors 

in the United States would con- 

rably accelerate the business 
for 1940. 


‘We have in mind too our own 
‘rd Dealer situation. Our dealers 
lave closed one of the most success- 
bl years they have experienced in 
~ past 10. Collectively they are 
mancially stronger than at any 
‘me since the introduction of the 
‘$car—nearly eight years ago. 
“As for our factory organization, 
« have just completed a $34,000,- 
® expansion program, and are not 
ay in a position to build a better 
mduct than we ever built before, 
ato take care of a substantial in- 
ase in our sales volume as well. 
Each dealer will be furnished 
‘th a‘wall hanger prominently dis- 
tying the local cash delivered 
‘ce at which any customer may 
any car, including all fed- 
tl, state and local taxes and exact 
Mmpany charges for distribution 
mM delivery. Price tags will be 
wished dealers on which they will 
tarly itemize the various amounts 
customers invoices will likewise 
udidly disclose all chargeable 
ms involved in the sale. We pro- 
xe, in other words, to not only 
*p Ford prices out in the sunshine 
t to continue selling all Ford pro- 
ets at the lowest possible de- 
ered price.” 


Will Report Profit 

KENT, O.—Aided by a material pick- 
}in orders during September, Twin 
ach Co, here will report a net profit 
about $95,000, or 20 cents a share, 
“the quarter ended Sept. 30. This 
‘uld compare with a net profit of 
1,686 or the equivalent of 62 cents 
thare in the quarter ended June 30, 
d with a net loss of $44,077 in the 
arter ended Sept. 30, a year ago. 





3 


WILLIAM 8. McLEAN, a 
P. Nicho % 
‘dys Withee | how genuine safety P 
‘ret dies 
Wiew or a “General Motors au 
New York. 


bey-Owens-Ford G 


he expected when he designed the 
futura. 
* + * 

THAT SUNDAY night there 
came the famous Crowell party at 
the Waldorf. As usual it was the 
cross roads of the show where 
gathered practically every leading 
executive of the automobile in- 
dustry brought together in a so- 
cial way by the publishers of 
Colliers, American Magazine, 
Womans Home Companion and 
Country Home. If anything this 
party was more colorful and spec- 
tacular than ever, which is saying 
a lot. 


Paul Garrett’s annual “recep- 
tion” at the University Club on 
Monday afternoon, a General Mo- 
tors affair, of course, again brought 
together a brilliant gathering of 
publishers, writers and executives 
of GM units. It comes closer to be- 
ing an automobile salon of celebri- 
ties than anything else I know of. 

Ford had its press luncheon on 
Tuesday at the Astor where the 
ladies and gentlemen of the press 
had a chance to eat well and then 
look at the Ford line which 
was brilliantly displayed on the 
main floor. 

* a ca 


WE VETERANS of the business 
had our big time on Wednesday 
when, through the hard work of 
Frederick H. Elliott, at one time 
secretary of the American Automo- 
bile Assn., we responded to the 
raucous tootings of the old fash- 
ioned bulb horn which was used in 
place of a gavel and attended what 
was termed an “Old Timers” 
luncheon at the Lexington. In 
reality it was the first step to 
starting a new organization of old 
timers who will be called Automo- 
bile Pioneers, with the idea of 
holding reunion lunches at every 
New York show. This must not be 
confused with original Old Timers 
Club formed 20 years ago by 
Lloyd Maxwell of Roche, Williams 
& Cunnyngham and of which the 
late Albert Champion was first 
president. That was for only old 
timers in the industry; this one 
will also include old time owners. 
It should go across. 


At the luncheon on Wednesday 
there were about 150 present. I 
saw old friends I hadn’t seen in 
years. To mention some of them 
without their present connections: 
there were Augustus Post, who 
helped organize the Glidden Tour 
and who drove them himself in a 
White Steamer; Dave Hennen 
Morris, who had been one of the 
presidents of the aristocratic auto- 
mobile club of America; David 
Beecroft, Eddie Rickenbacker, A. 
L. Newton, Ned Broadwell; Joe 
McDuffee, Mort Dewitt, Frank B. 
Willis, John Von Benschoten, Fred 
W. A. Vesper, George Townsend, 
Ralph De Palma, Ralph Mulford, 
George Robertson, Gregory Flynn, 
Julian Chase, Sid Bowman, Fred 
Moscovich, Lloyd Maxwell, Eddie 
Korbell, Worth Calwell—I wish I 
could remember all of them but 
this gives you an idea of some of 
the who’s who, who were there. 


Davis Heads Firm 


CHICAGO.—Headed by S. L. Davis, 
who recently resigned as president of 
the Hupp Motor Car Corp., the Willys 
Illinois Co. has just been organized to 
take over distribution for Willys-Over- 
land cars and trucks in this territory. 
seeeanartats are at Michigan Ave. and 
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ght, director of advertising for Fisher Body, and 


+ Vice-president, shows 


late glass for cars with the new “‘unisteel’’ 
anufactured. This photo was tak 
by Fisher is nen calem, ob ths Waders at the 
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VanDerZee Cites 
Basic Principles 


In Selling Cars 


NEW YORK.—Basic principles of 
automobile salesmanship were out- 
lined by A vanDerZee, vice-president 
of Chrysler Corp., before a meeting 
of the Sales Executives Club of New 
York here last Wednesday. 


In addition to being a fascinating 
activity, automobile salesmanship 
covers much ground, according to 
vanDerZee who explained that 
United States passenger car and 
truck production has averged 3,288,- 
652 vehicles per year for the past 10 
years. 

“The function of the automobile 
sales management, beyond the pro- 
duct itself, is to make the product 
readily available to the public and 
to keep the public properly in- 
formed regarding it,” vanDerZee 
said. The availability of Chrysler 
Corp. product is safeguarded by an 
organization of 15,490 domestic, 
Canadian and export dealer outlets. 


“The automobile business is 
highly competitive, yet it was re- 
cently indicated by the Federal 
Trade Commission that the consu- 
mers’ benefits from competition in 
the automobile industry appear to 
have been more substantial than in 
any other industry.” 


Usually Sells Only Cars 

One of the peculiarities of the 
automobile industry, pointed out by 
the speaker, is that with relatively 
few exceptions the merchant sells 
only motor vehicles and as a rule 
only the products of a particular 
manufacturer. In most communi- 
ties, the volume of business avail- 
able to the automobile merchant sell- 
ing a particular line of cars is quite 
sufficient for his merchandising and 
business capacity. The competitive 
nature of the automobile business 
causes the experienced merchant to 
realize that his activities would be 
less remunerative if the products of 
different manufacturers were 
handled, he said. 


The speaker pointed out 80 per- 
cent of all automobile buyers expose 
themselves to automobile salesman- 
ship by visiting the dealers’ show- 
rooms. “Therefore, it is not pri- 
marily the automobile merchant 
who creates demand,” he said. Most 
of the sales are to people who al- 
ready own cars. The dealers’ func- 
tion is, largely to interest people 
who are about to buy cars, in the 
particular make which he is selling. 


Styling Vital Factor 

“No matter how greatly the 
engineers may be impressed by 
their latest creations, we know that 
the customer is interested princi- 
pally in what the car will do for 
him. So we undertake, in our ad- 
vertising, to inform the public re- 
garding the character of our pro- 
duct from the user’s viewpoint. 


Styling has become a powerful 
factor. Thousands of people want 
the new models each year, though 
the cars they own, from a strictly 
utilitarian standpoint, are almost as 
good as new. 


“Since the inception of the auto- 
mobile industry, advertising has 
played an important role in its de- 
velopment. Recently Mr. K. T. 
Keller, our president, made the 
statement that he believed that ad- 
vertising has indirectly had as much 
to do with improving automobile 
quality as any single factor—and, 
further, that progress comes from 
the consumers’ urge for better 
things.” 


DiVco-Twin Gets 
GM Contracts 


DETROIT.— John Nicol, presi- 
dent of the DiVco-Twin Truck Co., 
announces that a contract has been 
entered into with the General Mo- 
tors Corp., wherein the DiVco- 
Twin is to furnish the entire re- 
quirements for the Chevrolet and 
the Yellow Truck & Coach Mfg. 
Co. for bodies of the type covered 
by patents owned by DiVco-Twin 
for the year 1940. The bodies are 
to be mounted on their %-ton 
chassis. 


The order calls for early de- 
livery and continues throughout 
the year. Production on the bodies 
will start shortly in the new plant 
of the DiVco-Twin here. 
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Y., chats with F. W. A. 


dealers at the Old Timers luncheon at the Lexington Hotel, Wednesday. 





LEFT TO RIGHT ARE: G. M. Dickson, former sales manager of National 


Motor Vehicle Co.; J. 


H. McDuffee, 
steamer to roof of Madison 


Electric Auto-Lite, who drove mobile 


uare Garden at first New York show, and M. C. 


DeWitt, advertising manager of Champion Spark Plug Co. 





CHARLES B. KING, left, designed the first automobile te run over Detroit 
ndix Products, old time editer and former 
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Dave Hennen Morris, former president Automobile Club of America; 
Rickenbacker, former war ace, now president of Eastern Airlines; Al 


general maanger of New York show. 
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LEFT TO RIGHT 


Sinsabaugh, Automotive News, and Frank B. Willis, general sales 


Bendix Products Corp. 


Photos by Norman York 
Al Newton, veteran Buick dealer of New York; Chris 
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300 at Old Timers Lunch; 
Permanent Group Planned 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Veterans of the 
“get out and get under” era of 
automotive travel provided one of 
the hit events of show week here 
when they gathered for the first 
annual Old Timers luncheon at 
the Hotel Lexington. 

The guests, numbering more 
than 300, included outstanding 
personalities who lived through the 
industry's goggle-duster age in 
such capacities as car designers, 
automobile editors and organizers 
of clubs, tours and motoring as- 
sociations. 

Dave Hennen Morris, former 
ambassador to Belgium and an 
early president of the Automobile 


—_ 


the first New York automobile 
show in 1900, was honorary chair- 
man at the meeting. 

Toastmaster at the luncheon 
meeting was Judge William H. 
Hotchkiss, whose automotive in- 
dustry birthday was 1902, and is 
president of the Automobile Club 
of Buffalo and past president of 
the American Automobile Assn. 


The permanent organization will 
be formed with the committee 
which arranged the luncheon as 
an organizing body. These include 
Major Augustus Post, Frederick H. 
Elliott, who was secretary of the 
AAA from 1907 to 1910, and David 
Beecroft, former editor of Motor 


Club of America, which sponsored ' Age and past president of the SAE. 
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Chapter XLII—Building Hoosier Oval 


As I said before, the founders of the Indianapolis 
Speedway acted most sensibly when they decided to 
build their racing plants in what then were the sub- 
urbs of the Hoosier metropolis. Land was cheap and 
taxes low. So they purchased a plat of land six miles 
from the center of Indianapolis, fronting a half-mile 
on the Crawfordsville road and extending back one 
mile. They had estimated the cost would run around 
$350,000. Before they had finished the original track 
they had spent over $700,000. Still, that was con- 
siderably cheaper than the $1,300,000 the Fortesque- 
Kings spent on the English Brooklands. However, In- 
dianapolis had to chuck many a blue chip into the pot 
after that to make the plant as perfect as it is today. 


The 214-mile oval was built with two 3,301-foot and 
two 660-foot stretches and four turns. These turns 
measured 1,360 feet in length, with 840-foot radius. 
These turns were double banked; that is, the first 50 
feet from the inside made an angle of 16 degrees 40 min- 
utes with the horizontal and the outside 10 feet rising 
at a sharper angle or 36 degrees 40 minutes. This was 
designed to help straighten up a car which might run 
too far to the outside. It was removed in 1938 because it 
was a hazard rather than a safety feature. 


The original surface was a sort of macadam but the 
first meet in August, 1909, cut it up so the surface was 
replaced with brick in 63 days and the first meet on it 
was held in May, 1910. Nearly 400,000 bricks and 50 
tons of cement were used to make this change, which 
added $200,000 to the cost of the track. 


Nowadays only 33 starters are permitted in the big 
sweepstakes, but in the first one in 1911 Carl Fisher 
had 46 to get away—quite a problem. But he solved this 
by deciding on the pacemaking system which prevails 
to this day—the first lap paced and everyone keeping 
back of the pacemaker until the completion of the first 
lap. After that it was everyone for himself and the devil 
take the hindmost. Fisher undertook the pacemaking 
job and it was his as long as he was in control of the 


speedway. 


Electric Timer Trouble 


Another of the big problems was timing the race. In 
1911 E. H. Warner, of Beloit, manufacturer of the 
Warner speedometer, was timer, with Tom Hay, of Chi- 
cago, as his assistant. Warner had developed a new 
electric timer which printed the hours, minutes, sec- 
onds and the 1-100th seconds on an adding-machine 
tape. A steel wire, stretched across the track, operated 
the timer when the car wheels struck it. The timer 
had been designed for road racing where the intervals 
between the cars was considerable but when 46 cars 
were running on the speedway the rate of passing be- 
came so rapid that the timer would not feed the tape 
fast enough and began printing one time on top of an- 
other. Then the wire would break. 


A dictaphone scoring system was tried and when the 
race finished the officials would strive for three days to 
decipher the records. Fisher bought the timer for 
$2,500, put Odis Porter on the instrument, made Harry 
Knepper chief timer and Tom Hay chief scorer for 1912. 
Still the machine could not keep up with the race. Hay 


ERNEST A. MOROSS was the first general manager of the Indian- 
apolis Speedway (shown at left). On the right is none other than 
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er in the old days was this same Moross. 
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ange =~ fp ea cre 1939, by Slim Barnard, of the Los Angeles 
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ON THE LEFT is shown America’s aviation ace in the World War, 
Eddie Rickenbacker, who now is president of the Indianapolis Speed- 
way, chairman of the contest board of the American Automobile Assn., 
and president of Eastern Air Lines. At the right is T. E. Myers, who 
succeeded Moross as general manager in 1912 and who has held that 


title ever since. 


saved the records from complete failure by good, scor- 
ing. Chester S. Ricker, who had been on the technical 
committee during 1911 and 1912, suggested changes to 
Fisher, who gave Ricker carte blanche to work out 
something new. Ricker delivered the goods—a new 
tape-feeding mechanism was added and the method of 
operating the timing wheels completely redesigned. 
Porter continued to operate the mechanism until 1938 
when illness laid him up. 


It was Ricker who was the chief in charge of the tim- 
ing from 1912 on. Now it requires a crew of more than 
150 and the use of all the latest equipment in tabulating 
machines to get the time, miles per hour and the 10 
leaders—all done in about 50 seconds after the lead- 
ing car has passed. Which is why radio announcers 
nowadays always can give the spectators quick and ac- 
curate returns. 


Other personnel in charge of the conduct of the great 
classic included the technical committee, which has had 
only four chairmen over the years. F. E. Edwards, of 
Chicago, was the original chairman. Then came George 
Weidely, Chester S. Ricker, Col. W. G. Wall and Louis 
Schweitzer. The latter still holds the honor. 


After the war, the late Eddie Edenburn was named 
chief steward representing the contest board of the 
American Automobile Assn., which directed the run- 
ning of the race itself. Eddie served in this capacity up 
to his death in 1935. Now Charley Merz, formerly a 
famous race driver, directs operations. 


Many notables have refereed the sweepstakes, the list 
reading: 1911, Robert P. Hooper; 1912, Robert P. 
Hooper; 1913, Laurens Enos; 1914, John A. Wilson; 
1915, A. R. Pardington; 1916, Howard Marmon; 1919, 
E. V. Rickenbacker; 1920, Clifford Ireland; 1921, Chris 
Sinsabaugh; 1922, Richard Kennerdell; 1923, John 
Oliver La Gorce; 1924, Henry Ford; 1925, Charles M. 
Schwab; 1926, Arthur Brisbane; 1927, Charles F. Ket- 
tering; 1928, Larry P. Fisher; 1929, Harvey S. Fire- 
stone; 1930, Vincent Bendix; 1931, William S. Knudsen; 
1932, Edsel B. Ford; 1933, Larry P. Fisher; 1934, Roy 
D. Chapin; 1935, Amelia Earhart; 1936, Ralph De 
Palma; 1937, W. S. Knudsen; 1938, Jacquelin Cochrane; 
1939, Col. Roscoe Turner. 


In the way of general managers there have been only 
two. When the track opened in 1909 Fisher picked to 
run affairs Ernest A. Moross, formerly quite a racing 
cyclist and who had been manager of Barney Oldfield. 
When I was in California in January, 1939, I ran into 
Moross at the Barney Oldfield Country Club, just out- 
side Los Angeles. I’d forgotten it had been more than a 
quarter of a century since I had last seen him. Then he 
was a dapper young man, a dream of sartorial elegance; 
now he is a gray-haired old gentleman, just like the 
author. 

Theodore E. Myers succeeded Moross for the last race 
in 1910. “Pop” Myers had come into the organization in 
May of 1910 to look after the financial side of the man- 
agement. Then he became general manager. He’s been 
the voice of the speedway ever since, a man who has 
made a science out of speedway managing and who 
packs the stands at every race with the help of Steve 
Hannigan and Joe Copps. 


Since Sept. 1927 E. V. Rickenbacker has been presi- 
dent of the speedway. 


Epiror’s Note: This is the forty-second instalment of Chris 
Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. Next week, more about 
the Indianapolis Speedway. 









| Program Mapped 
For API’s 20th 


Annual Conclave 


CHICAGO.—Preliminary program s 
for the American Petroleum Tnsti- 


tute’s 20th annual meeting, sched- 
uled for Nov. 13-17 in the Stevens 


Hotel here, indicates that the affair | 
will be not only the largest gather- | 


ing of oil men this year, but the 
most active in the institute’s history. 


More than 3,000 oil men are ex- © 


pected to attend the two general ses- 
sions, the 16 group sessions and 
more than 90 committee meetings. 
More than 50 addresses are sched- 
uled on the speaking program. 


An innovation this year will be : 


the convening during the institute’s 
sessions of an Interstate Conference 
on Automotive Taxation sponsored 
by the American Petroleum Indus- 
tries Committee. This affair will in- 
crease the attendance by bringing 
to the meeting automotive equip- 


ment and tax experts, state officials . 


and members of Petroleum Indus- 
tries Committees from 28 states. 
New importance is attached to 
elections this year because revision 
of the national petroleum trade as- 
sociation’s by-laws has placed mem- 
bership of the board of directors at 
110, plus ex-officio members com- 
prising elected officers of the insti- 
tute, and a completely new board is 
to be elected on the basis of a re- 
vised schedule of representation. 
Eight national officers of the insti- 
tute, and 40 members of divisional 


general committees also are to be | 


elected. 

Guest speakers for the institute’s 
general sessions include Dr. Joseph 
E. Pogue, petroleum economist, of 
Chase National Bank, N. Y.; Paul 
G. Hoffman, of the Studebaker 
Corp.; and Barclay Acheson, associ- 
ate editor of “The Reader’s Digest.” 

Subjects to be considered at group 
sessions include automotive trans- 
portation economics, pipe-line trans- 
portation problems, fuels and lubri- 
cants, public relations, drilling prac- 
tice and technology, desulfurization 
and dehydrogenation, production 
practice and materials, aklylation 
and catalytic cracking. 


U. S. Car Exports 


Seen Increased 


NEW YORK. — Confronted with 
virtual elimination of European 
markets as sales outlets, American 
motor car manufacturers are look- 
ing to markets on other continents 
to absorb a major part of their 
normal export volume, B. C. Budd, 
a member of the export committee 
of the Automobile Manufacturers’ 
Assn. and vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of Packard Motors 
Export Corp., declared in a show 
week statement here. 

While American cars already 
have a strong foothold in every 
one of the world’s markets, he 
added, their position undoubtedly 
will be strengthened. 

“Latin America,” Budd said, 
“logically enough, becomes the 
most promising outlet. These coun- 
tries are natural sources of sugar, 
coffee, beef, hides, rubber, petro- 
leum, copper and nitrates, and the 
prices of most of these materials 
have already strengthened materi- 
ally. In some cases motor car sales 
in Latin America have been handi- 
capped by exchange restrictions 
which under more favorable condi- 

| tions may be eliminated. 
| “South Africa, today America’s 


| most important outlet for motor 
| vehicles, is another bright spot on 
the automotive horizon.” 


| Long Beach Captures 


‘Safety With Light’ Award 

CHICAGO.—National awards for 
its “Safety with Light” program 
launched in March, 1939, are an- 
nounced by the United States 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. The 
program, conducted among its 600 
member organizations throughout 
the country, is designed to elimi- 
nate a major portion of the in- 
creasing traffic deaths by provid- 
ing adequate safety visibility after 
dark through the modernization of 
street lighting systems. 

Taking first place in the “Safety 
with Light” contest was Long 
Beach, Calif. Denver and Dallas 
tied for second place, with San 
Francisco and Chicago at their 
heels. Des Moines, Gary, Ind., and 
Greeley, Colo. also received recog- 
nition for outstanding activities. 
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Sparks By pte 


| better than th (Continued from Page 1) 
m e on 

4 most likely even just '~ he expected when he designed the 
mber that 1939 car 


“3 about 50 percent 


NNASMUCH as the editor, who 
writes “Sparks,” has been sit- 
“g on the sidelines taking care 
the social side of the show, ‘he 
y left the actual work of report- 
, the news of the activities to 
4 own Butch Jones. Of course, 
jad to make our own Bill Calla- 
sitting on the desk in Detroit, 
yieve I have been working, which 
why I have tried to analyze the 
dance, sales and so forth. But 

I have been a social butter- 


\t that though, there was lots of 
tory to cover. Already this 
n has told of the press par- 
by Packard and Buick, which 
curtain raisers. Since that 

n was written, however, there 
been something going on in 


for instance, we of the 
were taken to the fair by 
ral Motors in the afternoon— 
the wonderful Highways and 
ns, Which made me wish 
this big dream of Bel Geddes 
iy come true much sooner than 


(Continued from Page 5) 
ich we can predicate our sales 


fn the first place, we are not 
into consideration as a vital 

r any stimulation in business 
might result from the hostil- 
abroad. We are, however, con- 
that the fundamental factors 

in the United States would con- 
bly accelerate the business 


We have in mind too our own 
Dealer situation. Our dealers 
closed one of the most success- 

years they have experienced in 
past 10. Collectively they are 
cially stronger than at any 
since the introduction of the 
car—nearly eight years ago. 

‘As for our factory organization, 

shave just completed a $34,000,- 

expansion program, and are not 
in a position to build a better 
induct than we ever built before, 
to take care of a substantial in- 
mase in our sales volume as well. 

Each dealer will be furnished 
a‘wall hanger prominently dis- 

the local cash delivered 

at which any customer may 
any car, including all fed- 

state and local taxes and exact 

y charges for distribution 
delivery. Price tags will be 
ed dealers on which they will 
marly itemize the various amounts 
od customers invoices will likewise 
‘didly disclose all 
ms involved in the sale. We pro- 
we, in other words, to not only 
™p Ford prices out in the sunshine 
nt to continue selling all Ford pro- 
wts at the lowest possible de- 





Will Report Profit 


KENT, O.—Aided by a material pick- 
orders during Serta net profit 
w report a 
5.00 r 20 « cents a share, 


about $95,000, 
Leta nded Sept. 30. This 


‘the quarter en 
uld compare with a ne 
1,686 or the equival 
‘tare in the quarter e 
d with a net loss of 
ter ended Sept. 30, a year ago. 


WILLIAM 8. McLEAN, ri 
. MacNichol jr., Li 
sive Willar how wee siaher - 
lee cal Motors aa 


ens-Ford Glass 
ane glass for cars with the new “unisteel’’ 
factured. This photo was taken at the 
wiew of the Gen tumn salon, at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
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Old Timers Get Together... . 






future. 
s * * 

THAT SUNDAY night there 
came the famous Crowell party at 
the Waldorf. As usual it was the 
cross roads of the show where 
gathered practically every leading 
executive of the automobile in- 
dustry brought together in a so- 
cial way by the publishers of 
Colliers, American Magazine, 
Womans Home Companion. and 
Country Home. If anything this 
party was more colorful and spec- 
tacular than ever, which is saying 
a lot. 

Paul Garrett’s annual “recep- 
tion” at the University Club on 
Monday afternoon, a General Mo- 
tors affair, of course, again brought 
together a brilliant gathering of 
publishers, writers and executives 
of GM units. It comes closer to be- 
ing an automobile salon of celebri- 
ties than anything else I know of. 

Ford had its press luncheon on 
Tuesday at the Astor where the 
ladies and gentlemen of the press 
had a chance to eat well and then 
look at the Ford line which 
was brilliantly displayed on the 
main floor. 

* * 


WE VETERANS of the business 
had our big time on Wednesday 
when, through the hard work of 
Frederick H. Elliott, at one time 
secretary of the American Automo- 
bile Assn., we responded to the 
raucous tootings of the old fash- 
ioned bulb horn which was used in 
place of a gavel and attended what 
was termed an “Old Timers” 
luncheon at the Lexington. In 
reality it was the first step to 
starting a new organization of old 
timers who will be called Automo- 
bile Pioneers, with the idea of 
holding reunion lunches at every 
New York show. This must not be 
confused with original Old Timers 
Club formed 20 years ago by 
Lloyd Maxwell of Roche, Williams 
& Cunnyngham and of which the 
late Albert Champion was first 
president. That was for only old 
timers in the industry; this one 
will also include old time owners. 
It should go across. 


At the luncheon on Wednesday 
there were about 150 present. I 
saw old friends I hadn’t seen in 
years. To mention some of them 
without their present connections: 
there were Augustus Post, who 
helped organize the Glidden Tour 
and who drove them himself in a 
White Steamer; Dave MHennen 
Morris, who had been one of the 
presidents of the aristocratic auto- 
mobile club of America; David 
Beecroft, Eddie Rickenbacker, A. 
L. Newton, Ned Broadwell; Joe 
McDuffee, Mort Dewitt, Frank B. 
Willis, John Von Benschoten, Fred 
W. A. Vesper, George Townsend, 
Ralph De Palma, Ralph Mulford, 
George Robertson, Gregory Flynn, 
Julian Chase, Sid Bowman, Fred 
Moscovich, Lloyd Maxwell, Eddie 
Korbell, Worth Calwell—I wish I 
could remember all of them but 
this gives you an idea of some of 
the who’s who, who were there. 


Davis Heads Firm 


CHICAGO.—Headed by S. L. Davis, 
who recently resigned as president of 
the Hupp Motor Car Corp., the Willys 
Illinois Co. has just been organized to 
take over distribution for Willys-Over- 
land cars and trucks in this territory. 
seneanartere are at Michigan Ave. and 
26t . 








director of advertising for Fisher Body, and 


. Vice-president, shows 





VanDerZee Cites 
Basic Principles 


In Selling Cars 


NEW YORK.—Basic principles of 
automobile salesmanship were out- 
lined by A vanDerZee, vice-president 
of Chrysler Corp., before a meeting 
of the Sales Executives Club of New 
York here last Wednesday. 


In addition to being a fascinating 
activity, automobile salesmanship 
covers much ground, according to 
vanDerZee who explained that 
United States passenger car and 
truck production has averged 3,288,- 
652 vehicles per year for the past 10 
years. 

“The function of the automobile 
sales management, beyond the pro- 
duct itself, is to make the product 
readily available to the public and 
to keep the public properly in- 
formed regarding it,” vanDerZee 
said. The availability of Chrysler 
Corp. product is safeguarded by an 
organization of 15,490 domestic, 
Canadian and export dealer outlets. 


“The automobile business is 
highly competitive, yet it was re- 
cently indicated by the Federal 
Trade Commission that the consu- 
mers’ benefits from competition in 
the automobile industry appear to 
have been more substantial than in 
any other industry.” 


Usually Sells Only Cars 

One of the peculiarities of the 
automobile industry, pointed out by 
the speaker, is that with relatively 
few exceptions the merchant sells 
only motor vehicles and as a rule 
only the products of a particular 
manufacturer. In most communi- 
ties, the volume of business avail- 
able to the automobile merchant sell- 
ing a particular line of cars is quite 
sufficient for his merchandising and 
business capacity. The competitive 
nature of the automobile business 
causes the experienced merchant to 
realize that his activities would be 
less remunerative if the products of 
different manufacturers were 
handled, he said. 


The speaker pointed out 80 per- 
cent of all automobile buyers expose 
themselves to automobile salesman- 
ship by visiting the dealers’ show- 
rooms. “Therefore, it is not pri- 
marily the automobile merchant 
who creates demand,” he said. Most 
of the sales are to people who al- 
ready own cars. The dealers’ func- 
tion is, largely to interest people 
who are about to buy cars, in the 
particular make which he is selling. 


Styling Vital Factor 

“No matter how greatly the 
engineers may be impressed by 
their latest creations, we know that 
the customer is interested princi- 
pally in what the car will do for 
him. So we undertake, in our ad- 
vertising, to inform the public re- 
garding the character of our pro- 
duct from the user’s viewpoint. 


Styling has become a powerful 
factor. Thousands of people want 
the new models each year, though 
the cars they own, from a strictly 
utilitarian standpoint, are almost as 
good as new. 


“Since the inception of the auto- 
mobile industry, advertising has 
played an important role in its de- 
velopment. Recently Mr. K. T. 
Keller, our president, made the 
statement that he believed that ad- 
vertising has indirectly had as much 
to do with improving automobile 
quality as any single factor—and, 
further, that progress comes from 
the consumers’ urge for better 
things.” 


DiVco-Twin Gets 
GM Contracts 


DETROIT.— John Nicol, presi- 
dent of the DiVco-Twin Truck Co., 
announces that a contract has been 
entered into with the General Mo- 
tors Corp., wherein the DiVco- 
Twin is to furnish the entire re- 
quirements for the Chevrolet and 
the Yellow Truck & Coach Mfg. 
Co. for bodies of the type covered 
by patents owned by DiVco-Twin 
for the year 1940. The bodies are 
to be mounted on their %-ton 
chassis. 


The order calls for early de- 
livery and continues throughout 
the year. Production on the bodies 
will start shortly in the new plant 
of the DiVco-Twin here. 
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JOHN BENSCHOTEN, cote of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., chate with F. W. A. 


Vesper, former an of NADA 


dealers at the O 


from St. Louis. These two were the oldes 
Timers luncheon at the Lexington Hotel, Wednesday. 





LEFT TO BIGHT ARE: G. M. Dickson, former sales manager of National 
Motor Vehicle Co.; J. H. McDuffee, Electric Auto-Lite, who drove mobile 
steamer to roof of Madison ey Garden at first New York show, and M. C. 

o 


DeWitt, advertising manager 


Champion Spark Plug Co. 





CHARLES B. KING, left, designed the first automobile te run over Detroit 


streets; David Beecreft, Bendix Products, old 


time editer and former presi- 


dent of SAE, and Judge Hotchkiss, former president American Automobile . 





Dave Hennen Morris, former president Automobile Club of America; E. V. 
Rickenbacker, former war ace, now president of Eastern Airlines; Al Reeves, 


general maanger of New York show. 





ve News, and 


Sinsabaugh, Automo 
roducts Corp. 


Photos by Norman York 
LEFT TO peers. Al Newton, veteran Buick dealer of New York; Chris 


B. Willis, general sales manager of 


300 at Old Timers Lunch; 
Permanent Group Planned 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Veterans of the 
“get out and get under” era of 
automotive travel provided one of 
the hit events of show week here 
when they gathered for the first 
annual Old Timers luncheon at 
the Hotel Lexington. 

The guests, numbering more 
than 300, included outstanding 
personalities who lived through the 
industry's goggle-duster age in 
such capacities as car designers, 
automobile editors and organizers 
of clubs, tours and motoring as- 
sociations. 

Dave Hennen Morris, former 
ambassador to Belgium and an 
early president of the Automobile 
Club of America, which sponsored 


the first New York automobile 
show in 1900, was honorary chair- 
man at the meeting. 

Toastmaster at the luncheon 
meeting was Judge William H. 
Hotchkiss, whose automotive in- 
dustry birthday was 1902, and is 
president of the Automobile Club 
of Buffalo and past president of 
the American Automobile Assn. 


The permanent organization will 
be formed with the committee 
which arranged the luncheon as 
an organizing body. These include 
Major Augustus Post, Frederick H. 
Elliott, who was secretary of the 
AAA from 1907 to 1910, and David 
Beecroft, former editor of Motor 
Age and past president of the SAE. 
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THANKS FOR YOUR CONGRATULATIONS ON STUDEBAKER'S REMARKABLE 
RECEPTION AT THE NEWYORK SHOW. THAT TREMENDOUS ENTHUSIASM 
FOR THE NEW STUDEBAKER LINE WHICH YOU SAW AT NEWYORK IS 
BEING DUPLICATED EVERYWHERE.» DEALERS AND PUBLIC BOTH AGREE 
WE WERE RIGHT IN NAMING THE NEW STUDEBAKER CHAMPIONS, 
COMMANDERS AND PRESIDENTS THE HEAD—LINE OF 1940. WE ARE 


LITERALLY SWAMPED WITH ORDERS. OUR TOUGHEST PROBLEM NOW 1S 
PRODUCING ENOUGH STUDEBAKERS TO MEET THE DEMAND= 
GEO D KELLER VICE PRESIDENT STUDEBAKER. 
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